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C
ONNECTING UP ALL the missing links in Ulster County’s rail trail system, 
eventually enabling cyclists to travel from the Poughkeepsie Metro North 
station all the way to the Catskills or Orange County and back again, was 
one of outgoing county executive Mike Hein’s proudest goals. And why not? 

Human-propelled tourism is a green industry that helps make the economies of our 
scenic, bucket-list-worthy communities thrive. Though Hein is soon to move on to a 
statewide post, his dream is nearly fulfi lled.

There’s just one problem with this vision, however, even as it nears fruition. Rail 
trails and paths with limited motor vehicle 
access aren’t the only thoroughfares that 
bicycles can and do utilize. Our county is 
fi lled with stunning landscapes accessible Cycling Safety advocate Gabriella O’Shea with an award she recently received from the 

New York Bicycling Coalition.

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Pictured is P&G’s owner Michael Beck with his new business partners -- daughter Kristen and son Michael Jr. They are pictured in the old 
barbershop space, which has recently been renovated to extend the restaurant’s bar room.

by Terence P Ward

W
HEN THE DOORS to 
P&G’s in New Paltz were 
opened again on January 
19 after being closed for 

a renovation project, there were people 
outside who had been waiting half an 
hour just to get in. Within 15 minutes, 
there were more than 20 people seated 
at tables and along the newly-extended 
bar, enjoying beverages and waiting for 
food that was being prepared in a kitch-
en now just enough larger to make the 
workfl ow smooth as silk. Such is the leg-
acy of the tavern which has been owned 
by the Beck family for 50 years, housed 
in a building now 110 years old. It’s the 
largest remodel in a generation, and cur-
rent owner Mike Beck was kind enough 
to provide a tour.

The work that Beck received plan-
ning board approval to complete isn’t 
actually fi nished yet and won’t be un-
til the weather turns warm. However, 
what’s been done has proven much 
more extensive than what board mem-
bers signed off  on, diff erent enough that 
amendments to the plan were made to 
provide for them. Old buildings yield 
surprises during work, Beck noted, but 
this time each surprise was actually an 
opportunity to do something a little bit 
better.

“We knew we needed to expand the 
kitchen, and the barbershop was the 
only option,” Beck recalled. That’s Ric-
ci’s Barbershop, and Cindy Ricci has now 
moved her business down the street. 
The friendship she and Beck share was 

Polishing the Cornerstone
P&G’s in New Paltz undergoes its largest remodel in a generation

not harmed in the process. The impor-
tance of expanding the kitchen can be 
shown by the fact that, since the reopen-
ing, employees have sought out building 

inspector Cory Wirthmann to thank him 
for making it possible.

The best use of the space, according 
to Beck, was to split it between more 

kitchen and more customer area. That’s 
why the old Ricci’s door is now a second 
entrance to P&G’s, opening into a small 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

NEW PALTZ | PEOPLE

Phillies Bridge Farm Project welcomes new co-presidents

T
HE BOARD OF Directors of the Phillies Bridge Farm Project has elected board members 
Ariana Basco and Brian Obach as its new co-presidents. Basco fi rst came to New Paltz as 
a college student. She fell in love with the area and never left. Her fi rst job out of college 
was as an organizer for the New York Public Interest Research Group, an advocacy orga-

nization that works on environmental protection, consumer rights, poverty and education issues. 
She put her policy expertise and organizing skills to work in public service when she was elected 
to the New Paltz Village Board of Trustees. Now she works for the village as the assistant to the 
mayor and she also teaches yoga classes. Basco is very familiar with the farm and all of its inner 
workings because she has worked it herself. She was the offi  ce manager from 2015 to 2018, which 
gave her an inside look at the farm and its history.

Obach is Professor of Sociology and Director of Environmental Studies at SUNY New Paltz. He 
is the author of the book Organic Struggle, in addition to other writings on agriculture and the en-
vironmental movement. He joined the board of the Phillies Bridge Farm Project in 2017 and was 
elected secretary in 2018.

The Board of Directors is grateful to outgoing president Wayne Fries for his many years of ser-
vice volunteering on the Phillies Bridge Farm when extra hands were needed and all the way to 
his recent term as president of the Phillies Bridge Farm Project Board of Directors. Fries provided 
leadership during an important period for the farm and according to the Board of Directors, he 
has left it in excellent shape.

Phillies Bridge Farm Project is a not-for-profi t that grows 150 varieties of produce, herbs and 
fl owers. The farm has a Food Justice mission and off ers subsidized shares on a sliding scale in addi-
tion to donating thousands of pounds to local organizations who distribute to those in need. Their 
Farm to Families program provides access to nutrition produce to low-income families. They also 
hold a summer farm STEAM camp for children ages 4-12. For more information, please call 845-
256-9108 or visit PhilliesBridge.org.

The Board of Directors of the Phillies Bridge Farm Project has elected board members Brian Obach and 
Ariana Basco as its new co-presidents. 

Route 32 northbound lane collapses 
at Tillson/Rosendale border

In the wake of heavy rains on Thursday, January 
24, the New York State Department of Transporta-
tion (NYSDOT) closed one lane of Route 32 north-
bound in the Town of Rosendale due to partial road 
collapse. Motorists were advised to avoid the route, 
in a situation described by NYSDOT as “an extended 
issue until the road can be repaired.”

The stretch of highway aff ected lies just north 
of the ProBuild Building Supplies store at the cor-
ner of Grove Street, the northern end of Route 32’s 
path through the hamlet of Tillson. At this point 
the state route widens to two lanes and the speed 
limit increases from 40 in the hamlet to 55 heading 
downhill toward the Rondout Creek and downtown 
Rosendale. Route 32 traverses a steep-sided gully at 
this point, drained by a small stream.

Information about the likely cause of the collapse, 
or whether any potential structural defi ciencies at 
the site had previously been identifi ed via NYSDOT 
inspections, was unavailable at presstime. Rosen-
dale’s superintendent of highways, Bob Gallagher, 
declined to speculate, since Route 32 is entirely un-
der state jurisdiction. An employee in the Ulster of-
fi ce of NYSDOT Region 8, who would identify himself 
as Ricky when reached by phone, said, “It could’ve 
been road erosion, heavy rain, cold weather -- it 
could’ve been a lot of things.”

On Monday, NYSDOT public information offi  cer 
Heather Pillsworth released the following update: 
“The New York State Department of Transportation 
is taking action to repair a section of the shoulder of 
Route 32 northbound in Rosendale, Ulster County, 
that has given way. A NYSDOT contractor will begin 
work on the site Saturday morning. Northbound 
traffi  c is being diverted into the center passing lane 
to maintain one lane of traffi  c in each direction. 
Signs, barrels and cones are in place to alert driv-
ers.” No additional information regarding the cause 
of the collapse or estimated date for the completion 
of repair work was included in the announcement.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Candidates’ forum on February 3

A candidates’ forum to meet Marc Rider, Pat Ryan 
and Pat Strong -- the three candidates running for Ul-
ster County Executive -- will be held this Sunday, Feb-
ruary 3 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Gardiner Town Hall, 
located at 2340 Route 44/55 in Gardiner. David Clegg, 
who is running for district attorney and Bryan Rounds, 
who is running for county judge, will also attend. 

This is an opportunity to hear each candidate’s 
credentials and plans and to ask questions. The 
event, co-sponsored by Ulster Activists and Move 
Forward, is free and open to the public. 

Please direct questions to ulsteractivists@gmail.
com. For additional information, visit www. ulster-
activists.org.

Meet and greet with Bryan Rounds

Join the Gardiner Democratic Committee and the 

Committee to Elect Bryan Rounds for a meet and 
greet with Bryan Rounds, candidate for Ulster Coun-
ty judge, on Friday, February 8 from 6 to 8 p.m. in 

Gardiner at the home of Tracey Bartels, chair of the 
Ulster County Legislature.

The event, which incudes a pasta dinner, is free 
with a suggested donation of $30. RSVP to Liam 
Kahn at liam@ruralmajority.com.

School safety informational forum

The New Paltz Central School District will hold 
a school safety informational forum: Safety in our 
Schools, on Tuesday, February 12, 6:30 p.m., at New 
Paltz High School in Room 138. 
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The purpose of this forum is to continue the dis-
cussion of school safety and review information with 
parents about what they have done in the past, what 
they are doing and what they are planning.  

Information will be presented by Superintendent 
Maria Rice, the New Paltz Central School District School 
Safety Committee, New Paltz Police Lt. Robert Lucche-
si and Ulster BOCES Health, Safety & Risk Management 
Program Administrator, Dr. Michael O’Rourke. 

Childcare will be provided by the high school 
PTSA from 6:15 to 8 p.m. in room 135.

Town of Gardiner is looking
for volunteers

The Town of Gardiner has vacancies on the Plan-
ning Board and the Environmental Conservation 
Commission. Interested parties should send a copy 
of their resume to Supervisor Marybeth Majestic at 
supervisor.tog@gmail.com.

Annual yarn, fabric and craft  
supplies sale at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will hold its annual Yarn, Fab-
ric and Craft Supplies Sale this Saturday, February 
2 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Items donated to the sale in-
clude gently used sewing, knitting and crochet notions 
and tools, sewing machines, yarns, fabrics and craft 
kits and supplies. This year features a large amount of 
wreath-making supplies, a sewing table (with sewing 
machine), many wood craft items, a large quilting sec-
tion and a selection of quality kids craft supplies.

The sale has expanded and organizers will have 
items for sale in all the rooms of the library to ac-
commodate the crowds. Normal library services 
will not be available during the sale. These services 
(computers, check out, etc.) will open at 1 p.m.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call the library at 255-1255 
or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org. The snow date for 
the sale is Sunday February 3. 

Volunteer for the Town of New Paltz

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers 
to serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water 
Open Space Protection Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Police Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee, Public Access Committee and the Recreation 
Committee. Interested parties are asked to submit a 
letter of interest and resume to the supervisor’s of-
fi ce at P.O. Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail 
assistant@townofnewpaltz.org.

“DePuy Tavern from 1797 to the 
Present,” a talk by Bill Merchant 

The New Paltz Historical Society will present “The 
DePuy Tavern from 1797 to the Present,” an illustrat-
ed talk by Bill Merchant on Wednesday, February 6, 
7 p.m., at the New Paltz Community Center.

Merchant is the Deputy Director for Collections, 
Historian and Curator (as well as past president) of 
the D&H Canal Historical Society, vice president of 
the D&H Transportation Heritage Council and vice 
president of the Ulster County Historical Society. 
He has presented on the subject of the D&H Canal 
extensively at the Canal Museum, as well as many 
other local cultural institutions. His presentations 
feature many period photographs of the Canal from 
the society’s extensive collections. He is currently 
working on a book on the subject. His presentation, 
The History of the DePuy Tavern from 1797 to the 
Present, tells the story of the building and the people 
associated with it from the time it was built in 1797, 
through the Canal era; he then covers its fascinating 
20th century stories, including its time as a world re-
nown restaurant; and fi nally he will talk a little about 
the Canal Museum’s plans for its future. 

This event is free and open to the public; refresh-
ments will be served.

 

Free Reiki at Gardiner Library

The next Gardiner Library free monthly Reiki ses-
sion will be held this Sunday, February 3 from noon 
to 2 p.m. Members of the Hudson Valley Community 
(HVC) Reiki group will off er 20-minute individual 
Reiki sessions, free of charge, on a fi rst-come fi rst-
served basis. Reiki is both the energy of the Universe 
and the Japanese system of sharing this energy with 

others. Recipients sit in a chair or lie on a comfort-
able table, clothed, while the practitioner lightly 
places hands on or above the recipient. The eff ect is 
of peace and deep rest for the recipient.

The Reiki will be off ered in the library community 
room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

Conscious contact service
on February 2

A conscious contact service will be held this Satur-
day, February 2, 7 p.m., at the Lloyd United Method-
ist Church, located at 476 New Paltz Road in High-
land. This will be a service of prayer, meditation 
and candlelight, which originated for the recovery 
groups at Graymoor Retreat Center in Garrison. It 
was originally named Saturday Night Live. For more 
information, call Pastor Gail at (845) 255-8058

Making investment decisions aft er 
emotional abuse for men and 
women

The Gardiner Library will host a monthly meeting 
on the fi rst Tuesday beginning February 5 from 7 to 
8:00 p.m. addressing how to make investment deci-
sions after emotional abuse. The meeting will be run 
by Joanne Secky, longtime Gardiner resident and in-
dependent fi nancial consultant, as an opportunity for 
those that have or had abuse to fi nd support within 
the community. This meeting is intended for men and 
women who are seeking information to move forward 
in self-care and to make informed fi nancial decisions.

The meeting will take place monthly in the library 
community room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike 
in Gardiner. For further information, call 255-1255 or 
visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Problems facing Gardiner seniors

The Gardiner Senior Enrich Gardiner Committee 
is looking for interested parties to form a commit-
tee to address, and hopefully implement, solutions 
to problems facing Gardiner seniors (those over 60 
or approaching that age).

The committee will address transportation, hous-
ing, medical needs, shopping, recreation, safety and 

other issues. It will seek solutions that are consistent 
with the town’s Master Plan, and priority will be 
given to issues that enhance everyone. The commit-
tee is looking for volunteers who have experienced 
problems or have eff ected solutions in these areas 
and it welcomes members from the Gardiner Area 
Business (GAB), town boards and employees and/or 
county offi  cials, caretakers, home health aides, etc.

For more information or if interested in joining, 
e-mail Steve Weir at sweir12525@gmail.com.

February networking coff ee 

Join the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Com-
merce for its monthly coff ee this Friday, February 1 
from 8 to 9 a.m. with Beyond Wealth Management, 
loxated  at 101 Main Street in New Paltz. The monthly 
coff ee is a friendly, supportive atmosphere for peo-
ple to meet and connect with local professionals. 
Come prepared with your elevator speech and bring 
plenty of business cards.

This event is free and open to all. Register at 
https://www.newpaltzchamber.org. For more infor-
mation and online registration, visit newpaltzcham-
ber.org or call (845)255-0243.

Elting Library celebrates
Black History Month

Elting Memorial Library is celebrating Black His-
tory Month with a free public showing of the award-
winning major motion picture The Butler on Tues-
day, February 5 from 7 to 9:15 p.m. in the Steinberg 
Reading Room of the Elting Library, located at 93 
Main Street  in New Paltz.

After leaving the South as a young man and fi nd-
ing employment at an elite hotel in Washington, DC, 
Cecil Gaines (Forest Whitaker) gets the opportunity 
of a lifetime when he is hired as a butler at the White 
House. Over the course of three decades, Cecil has 
a front-row seat to history and the inner workings 
of the Oval Offi  ce. However, his commitment to his 
“First Family” leads to tension at home, alienating 
his wife (Oprah Winfrey) and causing confl ict with 
his anti-establishment son. As Cecil serves eight 
presidents during his tenure as a butler at the White 
House, the civil rights movement, Vietnam and oth-
er major events make this truly a fi lm for the month 
of Black History.

 NEW PALTZ | CONTEST

 Teen photo contest

E
LTING MEMORIAL LIBRARY is hosting a photo contest and exhibition for teen photogra-
phers in grades 8 through 12 (or homeschooled equivalent).  Applications for this contest 
are being accepted now, with a deadline of Friday March 29. Photos can be in black and 
white or in color and must be taken in or around New Paltz.  Submissions must be matted. 

The entry categories include portrait, landscape and “other.”  The entrant should choose the cat-
egory they would like the photo to go to. No more than two photos per entrant are allowed. 

Photos will be displayed in the library, after the submission date (March 29) and reviewed by a 
panel of external judges.  A reception to announce the winners will take place on Tuesday, April 9 
at the library. The public is welcome to attend the reception and view the display of all the photo 
entries until April 16.

Elting Memorial Library is hosting a photo contest and exhibition for teen photographers in grades 8 
through 12 (or homeschooled equivalent).
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 BRIEFLY | NOTED

Photography classes with Carl Cox 
at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library will host a fi ve-class series 
of photography classes with Carl Cox. The fi rst class: 
What’s the right camera for me? will take place on 
Saturday, February 9 from 2 to 3 p.m. This class will 
give you the information you need to make the best 
decision on choosing a new camera; covers diff erent 
camera types, sensor sizes and mirrorless vs dSLR. 
Students don’t need a camera to take this class. Each 
class costs $20 and attendees must pre-register by 
the Friday before each class.

The second class in the series will cover how to 
make better pictures on February 16 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
On February 23 the class will cover understanding 
depth of fi eld from 2 to 4 p.m. Next, on Saturday, 
March 2 from 2 to 4 p.m. the class will cover how to 
make better portraits. The fi nal class will take place 
on Saturday, March 9 from 2 to 4 p.m. on how to 
make better landscape photos.

 To pre-register for the class, call the library at 255-
1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. Classes take 
place in the library community room. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

Valentine’s Day craft  event 

The Youth Advisory Group at Elting Library is host-
ing a Valentine’s Day craft event on Friday, February 
8 at 4 p.m. Kids of all ages are welcome to partici-
pate in cookie-decorating and several other holiday 
themed craft projects. The event is free and no regis-
tration is required. If you have questions, stop by the 
library at 93 Main Street or call 255-5030.

Youth Scrabble club
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host its youth Scrabble 
club this Saturday February 2 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
in the kids’ section in the activity room. The club is 
recommended for grades 3-8. All levels welcome.

 If a child would like to learn about Scrabble, com-
pete in Scrabble or just play for fun, join the club. It 
is run by New Paltz High School senior Noah Kalus, a 
former North American School Scrabble Champion.

 The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Networking Mixer at Lola’s Café
in New Paltz

Join the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Com-
merce for a networking event on February 5, 5:30 
p.m., at Lola’s Café, located at 49 Main Street in New 
Paltz. The event is free and open to all. Bring plenty 
of business cards. There will be snacks provided and 
a cash bar.

For more information, visit newpaltzchamber.org 
or call (845) 255-0243.

Crush the SAT with Growth Mindset: a 
presentation by the authors

The Gardiner Library will host a free presentation 
by the authors of Crush the SAT with Growth Mindset: 
A Complete Program to Overcome Challenges Unleash 
Potential and Achieve Higher Test Scores on Saturday, 
February 9 from 6 to 8 p.m. Pre registration is re-
quired for this presentation providing an opportuni-
ty for students to hear from two recognized teachers 
and professional SAT tutors, about strategies they 
can use to maximize their SAT scores using, not only 

specifi c math and reading strategies, but also ways 
to develop a growth mindset.

Authors Paul Koontz and Stephen Tarsitano will 
cover a number of topics in the presentation includ-
ing: self-belief and positive thinking, goal setting/big 
picture thinking, failure and perseverance, the wolf-
pack, mental and physical health and bonus strate-
gies and practice.

To pre-register for the class, call the library at 255-
1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. Classes take 
place in the library community room. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

Retired men to meet on February 4

Retired men of the New Paltz community invite 
retired men everywhere to the monthly breakfast 
meeting of Monday, February 4, 8 a.m., at the New 
Paltz Plaza Diner. 

Natalie Feldsine, research collection and citizen sci-
ence coordinator at the Mohonk Preserve, will discuss 
the legacy of weather data collection at Mohonk Lake, 
including a detailed look at how our local weather has 
been changing over the past 123 years of observation.

 For additional information, Contact Rob Greene 
at rasjgreene@earthlink.net or 256-9003.

Cocktail party

The Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation 
at New Paltz winter cocktail party will take place this 

Friday, February 2, 7 p.m., at the Main Street Bistro 
in New Paltz.

The cost of $40 includes an open bar and food. 
The event will also feature a fi sherman’s raffl  e and 
silent auction.

This event supports The Chamber Foundation’s 
annual scholarship fund and 100% of the evening’s 
proceeds go towards the cause.

Each year the Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation at New Paltz awards its educational 
scholarship recognizing unique individuals who 
have made a diff erence in our community, school or 
workplace.

Winter soup and salad lunches

A lunch of homemade soups and salad will be of-
fered every Friday during February and March at the 
New Paltz United Methodist Church, located at the 
corner of Main and Grove streets.  

Each week two diff erent varieties of soup will be 
off ered, with at least one vegetarian choice.

February 8 -- butternut squash, white chili 
February 15 -- corn chowder,  chili w/beef
February 22 -- lentil,  beef barley
March 1 -- mixed bean, Manhattan clam chowder
March 8 -- quinoa vegetable, split pea w/ham 
March 1 -- black bean, chicken noodle 
March 22 -- tomato tortellini, New England clam 

chowder 
March 29 -- cheesy potato, Italian pasta
Lunch is served community style and is open to 

everyone at no cost. Quarts of soup are also avail-
able to take home. For more information, call (845) 
255-5210.

Correction

“Enveloping Vision,” the article on pages 12-13 in 
last week’s Almanac Weekly about the Stone Ridge 
fi rehouse being converted to an art gallery, con-
tained an error. The fi rehouse gallery is located at 
3410 Cooper Street in Stone Ridge, which is off  Route 
209 across from Asia restaurant, not Route 9W as 
mistakenly printed. Our apologies.

Turtle walk in May 2018 on the Smith property.

Wallkill Valley Land Trust protects box turtles in Gardiner

T
HE WALLKILL VALLEY Land Trust (WVLT) has secured a conservation easement to per-
manently preserve and protect 57 acres in Gardiner as open space. The property, owned 
by Ray and Anne Allbright Smith, is a critical habitat that supports 106 documented indi-
vidual Eastern Box Turtles and is recognized as an important wildlife area. 

In addition, the property is a key component of the scenic and historic viewshed from the Mo-
honk Preserve and Minnewaska State Park Preserve, which are part of the Shawangunk Mountain 
Region. Panoramic views of the Ridge from south of Millbrook Mountain to Bonticou Crag can be 
observed from these preserved lands.

"At WVLT, we feel privileged to have the opportunity to protect this very special landscape and 
assist its stewardship in perpetuity, not only for the box turtles, but also for future generations," said 
WVLT Executive Director Christie DeBoer.

"There are fi ve existing conservation easements held by WVLT within a mile of the Smith prop-
erty," shared board President Beth Bengtson, "providing now nearly 300 acres of protected natural 
habitat, vital farmland, vibrant watersheds, stunning viewsheds and recreational open space: in-
cluding the Gardiner section of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail."

The WVLT will continue the annual Box Turtle Walk and Talk on the property Saturday, May 4. 
Space is limited, and interested participants can register at www.WallkillValleyLT.org. The website 
also has more information about conversation easements and open space stewardship, as well as 
ways to help and donate. The WVLT can be reached by mail at P.O. Box 208, New Paltz, NY 12561.

GARDINER | CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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NEW PALTZ | COMMUNITY

PHOTOS BY DAN TORRES

Snapshots from the Chili Challenge at Water Street Market in New Paltz last Saturday.

by Frances Marion Platt

L
AST SATURDAY AFTERNOON was the per-
fect day for a bowl of chili: in a word, cold. 
Cold enough to need to wear a hat, if you 
were attending the 11th annual Local In-

gredient Chili Challenge at the Water Street Market 
(though holding a cup of hot chili in your hands 
could temporarily compensate for having forgotten 
one’s gloves). Attendance was brisk and lively, and 
most of the 50-plus gallons of chili on hand was en-
thusiastically scarfed up well before the event was 
scheduled to end.

Still, when it came time to announce the prize 
winners, Village of New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers 
needed to warm up the crowd with a few quips. He 
asked how many of the attendees would prefer to 
see the Challenge held in the spring or fall instead, 
and quite a few applauded the idea. But it was just a 
tease. “The whole idea is to support the nondenom-
inational food pantry at St. Joe’s,” said the mayor, 
lauding the eff orts of Joan and Theresa Fall to get the 
event established more than a decade ago. “In Janu-
ary is when they need the support…That’s why we 
gather here each year in the cold.”

All the chili -- a minimum of fi ve gallons per en-
trant, using a minimum of fi ve locally produced in-
gredients -- is donated, Rogers pointed out. The pro-
ceeds of the sales of tickets to sample the contents of 
ten diff erent steaming cauldrons go entirely to the 
food pantry. This year about $2,400 was raised, ac-
cording to the Water Street Market Facebook page.

Rogers was part of a team of judges that also in-
cluded Rich Souto and Joan Fall, and ticketbuyers 
were also entitled to put a token in a jar indicating 
their favorite chili recipe as a basis for the People’s 
Choice award. First-place winners in each category 
received a gift box from Winter Sun, and second-
place winners a Water Street gift certifi cate. The 
actual award is a wooden cutting board, painted to 
indicate the specifi c honor received.

As many contestants come back to participate 
year after year, some of the winners already have 
similar awards hanging on their walls. The 2019 win-
ners were a bit reminiscent of the Oscars some years, 
when a small handful of movies seem to sweep all 
the laurels. There were four entrants who claimed 
two prizes each: The Mudd Puddle’s vegan concoc-
tion, spritzed with Apple Chili Hot Sauce (made with 
apples from Dressel Farms) and served with focaccia 
beer bread on the side, came in fi rst in both the Best 

Professional and Best Vegetarian categories. The 
Hermannator, as Upstairs on 9’s Todd Greger calls 
the chili formula that he named for his late father, 
took First Prize in the Most Creative category and 
was also the overwhelming People’s Choice.

Though the Hermannator has been a longtime 
strong contender, Greger seemed especially pleased 
with this year’s batch and the results of some tinker-
ing with the recipe. He experimented by fi re-roast-
ing the three diff erent kinds of peppers and using 
roasted garlic. “It gave them more of an earthy fl a-
vor, made them smokier…took the bite out of them,” 
he noted. He uses smoked brisket and ribeye steak, 
Andouille and chorizo sausage, all locally raised, 
plus maple syrup, honey and Gilded Otter Winter 
Wassail beer. A dollop of goat cheese topped it off . 
The crowd liked Greger’s formulation so well that 
he ran out early. “It’s like in Jaws,” he quipped. “I’m 
gonna need a bigger pot next year.”

There were two more double prizewinners. Bill 
Gehris, standing in for Ray Bradley -- who was off  
in Brooklyn at the Grand Army Plaza Farmers’ Mar-
ket, as usual on Saturdays -- presented two separate 
Bardley Farm entries: a vegan chili that included kale 
and dried porcini mushrooms, which took Second 
Prize in the Vegetarian category, and a meaty, bro-

thy chili called Whole Hog that came in fi rst in the 
Best Home Chef category. “We raise our own hogs. 
We treat them right,” Gehris said. Slightly dislodged 
from their long domination as fi rst-place Home 
Chefs were Seth and Ana Van Gaasbeek, whose “de-
constructed burger” bison chili -- a tomatoey mix fl a-
vored with bacon, cheddar and jalapeño -- came in 
second in that category, and in the People’s Choice 
slot as well.

The other two prizewinners were the Parish, 
whose “Parrain’s Should-Be-Famous” chicken chili 
took second place in the Most Creative category, and 
this visitor’s personal favorite, second place under 
Best Professional: À Tavola’s dark, smoky brew of 
veal, lamb, pork and beef from the Hudson Valley 
Cattle Company, dusted to your preferred heat level 
with a custom-blended chili powder. Its not-so-secret 
ingredients included a Belgian Dubbel from Hudson 
Ale Works and some Krause’s Dark Chocolate.

Beer is already one of my go-to ingredients when I 
make a batch of chili at home. Now I’m thinking that 
I’ll need to try throwing in a dollop of chocolate next 
time. As usual, the Local Ingredient Chili Challenge 
supplied a dose of inspiration, along with the perfect 
food for a cold January day -- not to mention well-
stocked pantry shelves for our neighbors in need. ++

Cold hands, warm hearts
Upstairs on 9, Mudd Puddle dominated 2019 Local Ingredient Chili Challenge
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NEW PALTZ | VILLAGE BOARD

Clearing the 
sidewalks
Discussion continues on 
the proposed law to cut the 
allowable time to shovel snow 
from 24 hours down to 12

by Terence P Ward

A
S NEW PALTZ Village Board member Don 
Kerr predicted, getting a nasty snowstorm 
seemed to be what was necessary for vil-
lage residents to comment on the proposed 

law to cut the allowable time to shovel snow from 24 
hours down to 12. Enough people had enough to say 
during last week’s public hearing on the law that a 
majority of trustees said they were not comfortable 
voting for the measure in its present form.

Social equity, safety and health are among the is-
sues used to frame this debate. The longer sidewalks 
remain unsafe or impassable, the more people 
choose to use cars or, in some cases, remain shut 
inside until conditions improve. That's unaccept-
able to Mayor Tim Rogers. On the other hand, shov-

eling snow can pose health risks or an economic 
burden on property owners. In a time when design 
"complete streets" is in vogue, the sliver reserved 
for pedestrians is the only portion of the street 
where snow must be removed by owners of adja-
cent property rather than village workers. Halving 
the window could theoretically increase demand — 
and price — for shoveling services, particularly for 
older residents who might not be able to do the job 
themselves. Removing snow from sidewalks is not 
a service likely to be taken over by government in 
the foreseeable future, whether it’s more just or not. 
When the mayor sought quotes for just shoveling the 
downtown sidewalks along Main, Front and Church 

streets, one bid he called “typical” was to do the 
work for $187,000 a year.

 For village roads, nearly $90,000 is budgeted for 
snow removal; the sidewalk maintenance budget of 
$10,390 presumably includes the cost to shovel vil-
lage-controlled paths.

Local landlord Leonard Loza told trustees that 
while he agrees snow removal is a property owner's 
responsibility, as someone who maintains 1,200 lin-
ear feet, he's concerned about having just 12 hours 
within which to accomplish that. He spoke about 
other groups of people who might fi nd it diffi  cult: 
commuters, who might be at work and unable to 
shovel until they get home, and senior citizens, who 
"move it slowly." Add to that the fact that every time 
a municipal or government employees passes by in a 
plow truck, the sidewalk-clearing process must start 
again.

Alan Stout, fi rst chair of the Bicycle-Pedestrian 
Committee, is a "strong proponent for this change," 
which he said is important because "safe and secure 
pedestrian traffi  c" routes are necessary to reduce 
automobile traffi  c. A 2017 Rhodium Group report 
revealed that vehicular traffi  c is now the largest con-
tributor to climate change, with increases in driving 
off setting conversion to renewable power sources.

To Christine Paris, who described herself as both 
homeowner and "frequent pedestrian," stronger en-
forcement of the 24-hour window would be prefer-
able than reducing it.

Village code enforcement offi  cer Holly Esposito 
enforces the snow law, among many others. She and 
others in the building department wouldn't com-
ment on the merits of the proposed law, but agreed 
that the perceived lag in enforcement has to do with 
how such things are approached. Property own-
ers aren't issued tickets once the 24 hours runs its 
course. Esposito drives around identifying problem 
sidewalks, calling the property owner to remind 
them. Any tickets she writes result in a court appear-
ance, which costs taxpayers employee time and legal 
fees. Court proceedings are also not fast, and if the 
goal is safety right now, then dialog might be prefer-
able. Esposito also has access to a crew of temporary 
workers who will clear the way; their pay theoreti-
cally comes out of the fi nes levied on property own-
ers.

Rogers, then, refers to this law as an "enforcement 
tool" comparable to speed limits, allowing those 
building department employees to start the process 
of enforcement more quickly. He believes that giv-
ing 12 hours will not mean tickets being written that 

NEW PALTZ | RECOGNITION 

Improving the look

S
EVERAL PROPERTY AND business owners in the Village of New Paltz were honored on Janu-
ary 23 with "Partners in Preservation" awards conferred by members of the Historic Preser-
vation Commission (HPC). These awards are given, as HPC chair Tom Olson explained, for 
visual improvements to properties which aren't necessarily historic enough for landmark 

status.
The Bakery's exterior along North Front Street was the focus of one such award, given to business 

owner David Santner along with his landlords, Alan and Margarete Stout. For 20 Church Street (the 
former Inn at Orchard Heights), Stephen McMaster was lauded for his plan to preserve the architec-
ture while transitioning to commercial and offi  ce space. Another old house with a nice look is the 
Mountain Laurel Waldorf School on South Chestnut Street; administrator Judy Jaeckel accepted the 
award for "maintaining a signifi cant structure" even in the face of tight budgets.

Olson called old buildings such as these a "testament to American engineering" and thanked the 
recipients for keeping up structures which are "priceless" to those in the community.

Trustees will continue working on fi nding language all can agree to support.
-- Terence P Ward

When the mayor sought 
quotes for just shoveling the 
downtown sidewalks along 

Main, Front and Church 
streets, one bid he called 

“typical” was to do the work 
for $187,000 a year.

LAUREN THOMAS

The Village of New Paltz Historic Preservation Awards were announced last week. Pictured left to right 
are Alan Stout and David Santner for the Bakery and Stout's adjoining North Front Street property, 
Stephen McMaster for 20 Church Street (the former Inn at Orchard Heights) and Judy Jaekel for the 
Mountain Laurel Waldorf School.
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quickly, and Esposito's description of her practice 
seems to bear that out.

Trustee Dennis Young's view was shifted by the 
testimony, much of which was received in writing, 
and was swayed to focusing more on enforcement, 
particularly regarding "repeat off enders." Kerr also 
said the feedback was persuading him that perhaps 
this was not the right approach to solving the prob-
lem of uncleared walkways. William Wheeler Mur-
ray advocated a more nuanced system such as the 
one in place in Wallkill, where when the clock starts 
ticking depends on the time of day the storm ended. 
Rogers said he feels the Wallkill rules are "too loose."

"Twelve hours is pushing it for many residents," 
said Murray.

For Rogers, allowing sidewalks to remain impass-
able fl ies in the face of being a green community, be-
cause it forces residents into cars. He called the snow 
shovel law the "new green deal for village residents." 
It's not immediately clear how gasoline-powered 
snowblowers — many of which have dirtier exhaust 
than cars — would impact such a deal, but Rogers 
doesn't want the situation to remain one in which 
"it's safer to get into your car." Describing a woman 
who was moving through the streets on crutches be-
cause there was nowhere else to walk, he said he be-
lieves "we are truly failing our community."

He and deputy mayor KT Tobin characterized ob-
jections as largely fear-based. 

Trustees will continue working on fi nding lan-
guage all can agree to support. ++

Shelter from the storm

Those who don't have a place off  the road to park 
their cars may use the free Village of New Paltz lot 
off  Huguenot Street, announced Mayor Tim Rogers 
at the January 23 Village Board meeting. Cars can-
not be left on the road, to make plowing possible, 
but that lot won't be cleared until after all is said and 
done. Specifi cally, car owners who leave vehicles 
there have 24 hours after the storm's end to dig out 
and move their cars, to allow village workers space 
to plow that lot last.

-- Terence P Ward

Keep away from rogue
waste haulers

New Paltz residents are reminded that County 
Waste is the only company authorized to collect 
household trash curbside within town limits, which 
includes the entire village. That law is now being en-
forced, meaning that drivers can be ticketed and ser-
vice may thus be suddenly interrupted.

-- Terence P Ward

Tightening the plastic bag ban

Village of New Paltz trustees discussed changes to 
the plastic bag ban at their January 23 meeting. The 
law, as written, allows certain bags deemed “reus-
able” to pass muster, despite the fact that to the eye 
they appear no diff erent than the single-use bags not 
allowed to be given out at retail locations. Eliminat-
ing that loophole is supported by current members 
of the Environmental Policy Board, but elicited some 
debate among trustees. Such a rule could result in 
more paper bags, which can be recycled or com-
posted but exact a similar carbon toll as compared 
to plastic during production. There’s also a county-
level ban which will be in eff ect in a few months, and 
trustees wish to understand how their law interacts 
with that new regulation.

The long-term consequences of such plastic on the 
environment was on all minds, as were economic 
impacts to business owners and their customers. A 
hearing on striking remaining references to “plastic” 
from the law is scheduled for February 13.

-- Terence P Ward

Television studio?

Members of the Public Access Committee would 
like some space to call their own, New Paltz Mayor 
Tim Rogers told trustees last week. In a dedicated 
space they could shoot footage for programming 
beyond the municipal meetings most common on 

channel 23 right now, and might also be able to 
spend time taking up some of the duties presently 
given over to a public access coordinator. Rogers has 
been questioning if that job is the best way to get the 
work done for several years.

-- Terence P Ward

Parking permit reminder

New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers announced again 
last week that monthly permits are now available to 
park along Mohonk Avenue near SUNY New Paltz, 
and noted that the fee is $15 per month. An incor-
rect amount was published earlier in the New Paltz 
Times.

-- Terence P Ward

 

Mohonk Preserve Foothills update

S
ITE PREPARATIONS HAVE begun for the Testimonial Gateway Trailhead at the Mohonk Pre-
serve Foothills in New Paltz. Temporary construction fencing and fl agging are in place and 
work began on January 28. The initial phase of the trailhead project involves selective tree re-
moval for the parking area, visitor contact station and connector trail. The Testimonial Gate-

way Tower area is closed from Route 299 and Gatehouse Road to the beginning of the Pin Oak Allee. 
The Preserve has planned to minimize the extent of tree removal and mitigate potential disturbance 
to nesting Indiana Bats. Some of the cut trees will be recycled for use on-site in rustic benches and a 
Mohonk-style “summer house.” The remaining trees will be incorporated into the new trailhead for 
shade, natural carbon storage, air pollution fi ltration and to absorb rainwater and lessen runoff . The 
heritage White Oaks to the west -- part of the historic Arbuckle’s Woods -- will also be preserved as an 
intact forest tract. The new trailhead is scheduled to open later in 2019.

NEW PALTZ | FOOTHILLS

SCOTT SNELL

The Testimonial Gateway Tower.

Playground in process

Village of New Paltz trustees haven't talked much 
recently about how to replace the Hasbrouck Park 
playground, which is nearing the end of its useful life, 
although they have applied unsuccessfully several 
times for state funding as part of a larger recreation 
plan. With time running out for such hopes, trustee 
Dennis Young posed the question of paying for it out 
of the recreation fund, which would use about 75% of 
what's there. $150,000 is the estimated cost of a new 
community-built kit like the one that's there now. Vol-
unteers, along with public works employees, would 
put the entire thing together once it arrived. To fi rm 
up that fi gure, a request for proposals will be released.

-- Terence P Ward

WHY WE’RE THE PREFERRED TEAM!!
“Our agent was a truly dedicated professional that gave all of 
herself to aid in search of our first home.  With limited homes 

to choose from, she was persistent and found our dream 
home!  She was with us every step of the way and we never 
felt we were bothering her asking questions throughout the 

entire process.  We are now proud homeowners!!” 

COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
255-3455

Gardiner Gables    2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525
www.coluccishandrealty.com

** Become a Fan of Colucci Shand Realty on Facebook **
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HIGHLAND | BUSINESS

by Sharyn Flanagan

D
ENNIS JACOBS 
BEGAN playing 
guitar at age 
nine, going on 

to study with seasoned 
pros in his youth and 
perform professionally as 
an adult. And he holds a 
bachelor’s degree in mu-
sic theory from SUNY New 
Paltz. But the success of 
Jacobs Music Center, the 
full-line music store he 
opened in Highland in 
2005, is due to more than 
just his musical acumen. 
He was fortunate, Jacobs 
says, to have grown up 
in a family business that 
taught him business sense 
from a young age and 
hands-on skills that would 
later translate to his multi-
faceted business.

“My ‘MBA in business’ 
came by age 12 from the 
‘Jacobs Family School of 
Business,’” Jacobs says 
with an easy laugh. “I 
learned from my father, 
who had three hardware 
stores when I was growing up in Utica. He taught me 
about the positives and the dark sides of business, 
and the things to watch out for. And my uncles had 
automotive shops, so I learned at a young age how to 
pull motors out of cars, do transmissions, and elec-
tronics. Fixing guitars takes a little more fi nesse, but 
it’s basically the same thing.”

Jacobs Music Center is often assumed to be just 
“a guitar shop” by casual passersby. But despite the 
number of colorful guitars seen through the win-
dows of the store that wraps around the corner of 
1 Milton Avenue -- two years into opening the busi-
ness, Jacobs doubled his space by incorporating an-
other storefront that faces Vineyard Avenue -- Jacobs 
Music Center sells a full line of musical instruments, 
from digital pianos and all the stringed instruments 
to saxophones and drums, all of which include a 
year of free service.

Instrument repairs are a large part of the business, 
with Jacobs doing 90 percent of the work himself; 
the set-ups and adjustments and fretwork and fi ne-
tuning. A retired engineer comes in to do a lot of the 
amplifi er repairs and another man services the band 
instruments. The business also provides band instru-
ment rentals for area students and music lessons.

“I have a real passion for all of it,” says Jacobs. 
“I’m not a guy who just opened a store and started 
throwing money at it. I love to teach, I love to play, 
I love business, I love selling… I’m passionate about 
all of it. I hand-select what I sell, and I work with 
companies that are great companies and have been 
for years.”

Jacobs teaches guitar and bass himself and has 
instructors who teach the other instruments. Four 
comfortable lesson studios are available for students 
of any age. “They can start as young as age fi ve on 
piano, violin and drums,” he says, “but most kids 
that age aren’t ready for guitar yet; usually it’s age 
seven. For the very young ones, sometimes I suggest 
the ukulele; it’s a bit easier to get them started.”

At the other end of the scale, there are a num-
ber of older adults who take lessons. “I have a guy 
who retired, and moved up from the city, who at 95 
years old rides his bike around every day. He always 
wanted to learn how to play guitar, so came here and 
started lessons. That’s an inspiration right there.”

To retirees who say, ‘I should have played when I 

was young,’ Jacobs says, “Play now; there’s no age 
or time limit on when you can start learning an in-
strument and enjoying it.” And when his teenage 

students tell him they can’t make their regular guitar 
lesson because of football practice, he points out to 
them that music will be a part of their lives long after 
their playing days have ended: “You’re not going to 
be playing football when you’re 70, but you can still 
sit on your porch and play your guitar.”

His philosophy of teaching is a balance between 
fun and discipline. “I don’t compromise the funda-
mentals,” he says. “I make sure they know reading 
from the start.” There is an easier way to learn gui-
tar, he adds, by just learning a few chords, but Jacobs 
believes it’s doing a disservice to the student to teach 
that way. “Some people just want to learn songs, but 
before you can learn songs, you have to build the 
foundation. And if a teacher compromises the foun-
dation, at some point the student is going to stop 
playing and they’ll just know a few songs. But if you 
learn about theory and harmony and how it relates 
to the guitar, you develop command and facility over 
the instrument. You can play anything you want.”

If a person really doesn’t want to learn how to 
read music, or has a learning disability or just wants 
to have fun, Jacobs says, “I will adapt my style of 
teaching. But the fundamental base of what I do, I 
don’t compromise that. I can adapt the approach, 
and I want it to be fun for people, but there is work 
involved. Like anything you do that’s worthwhile, 
there’s work involved.”

Jacobs says he enjoys teaching young kids as much 

as teaching older people. 
“To see a kid play his fi rst 
chord for the fi rst time, 
with a smile on his face, 
is what it’s all about. Or 
the guy who buys a bass; 
he always wanted to play, 
so he bought a bass and 
he was happy when he 
left here. Now he’s go-
ing to take lessons. And 
that’s what it’s about, and 
that’s what it should be 
about; it’s about people 
and about love. My slogan 
is, ‘There’s love in every-
thing we do, just like your 
grandmother’s sauce. If 
you want Ragú, then go 
down to the supermarket; 
you’re not going to fi nd it 
in here!’”

One of the challenges 
of maintaining a local 
business is getting the 
word out that he’s there, 
Jacobs says. There is al-
ways a large infl ux of new 
people moving into the 
region and the hamlet of 
Highland is still a bit off  
the beaten track for many 
people in the area, he 

notes, despite a recent resurgence that has brought 
the opening of a number of new businesses includ-
ing Hudson Ale Works a few doors down on Milton 
Avenue, where Jacobs plays once a month as part of 
a jazz duo for the First Friday Jazz & Brew series. (He 
also plays during Sunday brunch every other week 
at River Station in Poughkeepsie.)

Jacobs moved from Utica to the Hudson Valley 
some 20 years ago, to attend the college in New 
Paltz. He stayed after discovering how much he liked 
the area. “It’s close enough to visit Utica, and to the 
city, and within 20 minutes there’s a lot around us 
happening.” Jacobs had already been playing profes-
sionally in the Utica area while teaching and selling 
instruments, so he began doing the same in 2000 
from New Paltz. When the storefront in Highland be-
came available -- he learned of it from a realtor who 
happened to be the mother of one of his students 
-- Jacobs committed to opening the business, which 
celebrated its 13th year this past December.

Jacobs has strong feelings about the value of local 
businesses within the community. “That’s where the 
heart of America is. And that’s where we need to be 
giving incentives to young people who graduate col-
lege to open up businesses here and compete with 
each other in a healthy way, and off er incentives for 
people to buy things locally.”

In his business, the upside of buying musical in-
struments close to home has clear advantages over 
ordering online. A musical instrument is some-
thing that “you have to get in somebody’s hands,” 
he says. “You can’t just order it from Amazon and 
then when you have a problem, send it back. That’s 
why we off er a year of worry-free service with every 
instrument purchase. As a store and as a luthier, I 
go through the instruments, I set them up. And any 
problem you have -- short of running the instrument 
over with your car -- I take care of it.”

Jacobs references the AmazonSmile program that 
advertises a donation of half of one percent of sales 
from qualifi ed purchases to schools. “They want you 
to think that if you shop online, you’re helping the 
schools out, but you’re decimating your downtown. 
If you buy it online because it’s ten dollars cheaper, 
the next time you come into town, all the stores are 
gone. You hit the pothole because there’s no money 
in the tax base and it costs you two grand to fi x the 

Hands-on
Jacobs Music Center in Highland off ers instrument sales, repairs and servicing, band instrument 

rentals and music lessons for all ages

Dennis Jacobs has strong 
feelings about the value of 
local businesses within the 
community. “That’s where 

the heart of America is.”

LAUREN THOMAS

Dennis Jacobs of Jacobs Music located at 1 Milton Avenue in the hamlet of Highland.
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front end of your car. We need to re-educate people 
who have already been programmed from a young 
age to shop online, that the best review is your own 
review. Buy it locally; put it in your hands and look 
at it and check it.”

In the same vein, Jacobs would like to see local 
school districts staying local when it comes to rec-
ommending places to get band instrument rentals 
or repairs, something that doesn’t always happen. 
“Come down to my store any day,” he says, “and 
you’ll have 100 percent access, a few minutes from 
the schools. Why support a guy from 50 miles away 
if you’re paying taxes here?”

When asked if he’s had to change the way he does 
business from the time when he opened the store, 
Jacobs notes the up-and-down nature of business in 
general. “There are formulas that have been in place 
since the beginning of time that don’t change. And 
if you stick to those principles, you’ll never have a 
problem. You’ll have challenges, but you’ll never 
have a problem dealing with challenges. And some-
times you have to charge through the mud; that’s 
part of it. You’re up, you’re down you’re sideways.”

In every business, he adds, you’ve got to be smart 
about it as a businessperson, to know that just because 
you had your best month or your best year, you can’t 
go out and spend it all. “Because, guess what, the next 
six months can be 40 percent down. And I’ve seen it 
happen. You want to stay optimistic, but there’s a bal-
ance as a businessperson. All of it is calculated risk… 
it’s juggling it all and balancing the risks.”

Jacobs Music Center is located at 1 Milton Avenue 
in the hamlet of Highland. Hours are Monday and 
Friday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and by appointment or chance. For more in-
formation, call (845) 691-2701 or visit Jacobs Music 
Center on Facebook or the website at http://jacobs-
musiccenter.com. ++

LLOYD | PLANNING  BOARD

Subdivision raises questions
of rural character

Planning Board members in Lloyd, at their Janu-
ary 24 meeting, authorized a three-lot subdivision 
on Pancake Hollow Road, after hearing neighbors 
talk about how they were drawn to the road by a qui-
et rural character which they now fear will become 
a thing of the past. Neighbor Rebecca Angstrom told 
board members they are “losing part of what makes 
Highland so wonderful.” However, community char-
acter is not a quality Planning Board members are 

 

Father Divine 
and His Hudson 
Valley “Heavens”

A
T THE TOWN of Lloyd Histori-
cal Preservation Society’s Feb-
ruary program, local historian 
Richard “Rik” Rydant will tell 

the story of Father Divine, the African 
American spiritual leader who established 
branches of his International Peace Mis-
sion Movement around the world, includ-
ing two in Highland. One Highland Peace 
Mission commune was at the corner of 
New Paltz Road and North Elting Corners 
Road and one at Krum Elbow, across the 
river from the Roosevelt Mansion. His mis-
sions, or “heavens” as they were frequent-
ly called, were communes where, during 
the depression he and his interracial fol-
lowers built profi table small businesses 
and farmed the land, in strict adherence 
to his religious doctrine, moral code and 
work ethic.

 The program will take place on Mon-
day, February 4, 7 p.m., at the Vineyard 
Commons Theater in Highland. 

Rydant has lectured on Hudson Valley history for many years. He also worked with fi lm maker 
Lenny Feinberg, whose documentary on Father Divine came out last fall. Rydant’s past subjects 
have included naturalist John Burroughs, artist Marc Chagall, actress Helen Morgan and the fi nan-
cial relationship of the D&H Canal to Wall Street. He is a life member and former trustee of the 
D&H Canal Society.

Vineyard Commons is at 300 Vineyard Avenue. For more information about TOLHPS programs 
and plans, visit www.TOLHPS.org or call (845) 255-7742.

LLOYD | HISTORY

Richard “Rik” Rydant of High Falls, who will speak on 
the life and ministry of Father Divine at the February 4 
program of the Town of Lloyd Historical Preservation 
Society.

required to consider for projects such as this one.
Questions about possibly steep slopes on the prop-

erty elicited some discussion, as topography is not 
required for subdivisions and some board members 
wondered how they would know if they approved 
a lot with insuffi  cient land for safe building. Board 
member Sal Cuciti observed, “Few things are truly 
unbuildable,” adding that it may require pinning 
steel structures to the side of a steeper slope, but that 
doesn’t make it beyond the reach of engineering.

-- Terence P Ward

Tourism use approved

Black Creek Bed and Breakfast, at 430 North Riv-
erside Road, was given the green light at the Janu-
ary 24 meeting of the Lloyd Planning Board. The 
fi ve-bedroom house will have seven rooms available 
once the doors are opened to guests, but according 
to building department manager David Barton, it 
will not be a venue for large weddings. One neighbor 
expressed concerns about increased traffi  c.

-- Terence P Ward

Our Pets are Individuals
They’re as distinct and special as we are. So when it comes to finding the right 
care for your pet, we’re big enough to treat all pets under one roof. But small 
enough to give each one the individual attention he deserves. 

We’re also one of the few hospitals with doctors trained in the unique medical 
needs of birds and exotic pets. So, no matter who your pet is, or how big or small, 
our professional staff and tradition of care are a perfect match. For your special 
pet. And for you.

We care.
We have pets too.

 Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Open every day except Sunday.

For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

Law enforcement & military discounts available. 
14 North Chestnut St. New Paltz

845-255-1890
1716 Route 300 Newburgh

845-564-2660

FREE Initial
Puppy / Kitten Well Exam

Valid for one puppy or kitten 6 months or 
younger. Present this ad at time of

appointment check-in.

Newburgh 
Veterinary 
Hospital is

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Open every day except Sunday.

For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

Law enforcement & military discounts available. 

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Open every day except Sunday.

For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

Law enforcement & military discounts available. 
Family Owned Since 1993.

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating
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Clegg 
launches 
run for DA
Democrat proposes 
restorative justice-based 
model for Ulster

by Jesse J. Smith

S
IX MONTHS AFTER he lost the bruising 
Democratic congressional primary to Anto-
nio Delgado, Kingston attorney Dave Clegg is 
back on the campaign trail -- this time seeking 

to become Ulster County’s next district attorney. At a 
campaign kick-off  event last Saturday, Clegg stood on 
the steps of the Ulster County Courthouse in Uptown 
Kingston and outlined a bold vision for a criminal 
justice system built around concepts of “restorative 
justice” that works to unwind a previous generation’s 
focus on punishment and prison.

Clegg announced his run fl anked by fellow Demo-
cratic luminaries, including Kingston Mayor Steve 
Noble, County Executive Mike Hein, Assemblyman 
Kevin Cahill and county Human Rights Commission-
er the Rev. Evelyn Clarke.

“It’s time to bring our criminal justice system here 

in Ulster County into the 21st century,” said Clegg, 
addressing a crowd of a few dozen supporters who 
braved the afternoon’s chilly weather. “It is time to stop 
the scourge of mass incarceration in this country. It’s 
time we devote and spend more resources to saving at-
risk children than we do incarcerating them.”

Clegg, 66, is a trial attorney who’s been practicing 
in Ulster County since the 1980s. During his congres-
sional campaign, Clegg touted his work taking on 
large corporations on behalf of consumers, litigat-
ing against polluters and defending the civil rights of 
members of the Lakota Sioux nation.

In addition to his legal work, Clegg has been deep-

ly involved in charitable work in Ulster County. Over 
the years he has served on the board of Family of 
Woodstock, where he helped start the county’s fi rst 
homeless shelter, and the Caring Hands soup kitchen 
in Midtown Kingston. Clegg holds a master’s degree 
in divinity from Yale and is an ordained as a deacon 
in the United Methodist Church.

Clegg has also volunteered as a youth basketball 
coach and served as chairman of the Ulster County 
Human Rights Commission. On the human rights 
commission, Clegg helped develop a new disciplin-
ary policy focused on restorative justice — an ap-
proach that focuses on rehabilitation through recon-
ciliation with the victim and the community — rather 
than punishment. The policy is intended to address 
what activists call the “school to prison pipeline” that 
they say disproportionately impacts black youth.

“Dave championed the case for youth,” said Clarke 
at the campaign kick-off . “He challenged the system-
ic and institutionalized racism in our schools.”

D
ISCUSSING HIS VISION for progressive 
criminal justice reform, Clegg said the dis-
trict attorney’s offi  ce could play a power-
ful role by, for example, directing addicts 

into treatment instead of jail. Clegg also called for 
stronger rehabilitation and re-entry programs for 
convicts to prevent recidivism and cut costs associ-
ated with long-term incarceration.

“We have to stop recidivism,” said Clegg. “But we 
don’t do it by throwing away the key on people. We do 
it by rehabilitation.”

Along with his call for progressive criminal justice 
reform, Clegg pledged a more traditional approach to 
violent crime. Clegg told the crowd that as a youth he 
had survived a near-fatal stabbing and robbery and he 
empathized with the trauma and fear felt by victims of 
violent crime.

“I’m going to make sure that those who commit violent 
crime, those who commit harm to people are going to be 
held accountable,” said Clegg. “I will make sure that they 
are prosecuted, convicted and punished.”

Incumbent District Attorney Holley Carnright de-
clined to comment this week on whether he will seek 
another four year term in offi  ce. Carnright has held the 
post since 2009. During his tenure he helped found 
the countywide Ulster Regional Gang Enforcement 
Narcotics Team (URGENT) and created new initiatives 
to more eff ectively prosecute domestic violence cases. 
Carnright, a Republican, has also expressed concerns 
about the potential impact of progressives-backed leg-
islation to raise the age of criminal responsibility and 

PHYLLIS MCCABE

Dave Clegg, with county Human Rights Commissioner 
the Rev. Evelyn Clarke at left, speaks in Kingston 
Saturday. 

A Warm Irish Welcome 
Awaits You At

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
— Featuring Chef Josh Paige —

Cozy up to the warmth of our 3 fireplaces!

Irish Music Every Thursday Night!
TREAT YOUR 

SWEETHEART
Special Valentine’s Day Dinner

3 Course Prix Fixe Dinner 
with complimentary glass of Prosecco

RESERVATIONS ESSENTIAL! 
Friday, Feb. 1st, 8:30 pm
VINCE FISHER

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM

Featuring this Sunday Feb. 3rd, 1:00pm

DYLAN FOLEY
4 Time All Ireland Fiddle Champion!

Providing quality early childhood education since 2009
JOIN US ON

Wednesday,  
February 6th 

4:30PM - 5:30PM
for our

OPEN
HOUSE

Parents have the opportunity to 
visit our beautiful classroom and 

learn about our program 
RSVP requested  

– please give us a call  
or visit our website

www.growingcirclemontessori.com  |  info@growingcirclemontessori.com  |  845-255-4224

ENROLLING NOW 
FOR 

2019-2020  
SCHOOL YEAR

Convenient Gardiner 
Location 

7 minutes  
from New Paltz

2256 Rte 44-55

We provide School Year and 
Summer Programs
Full and Half Day  

Schedules Available

“Looking Good” is located inside
140 N. Chestnut, New Paltz • 845-255-5020 • OPEN DAILY 10am - 7pm

TREAT YOUR VALENTINE!

“Color  
of Love 
Bouquets”
- only $3.99

• Mineral Fusion 
• Jane Iredale 
• Kiss My Face

• Anne Marie Borland 
• Andalou 

• Bass Wooden Brushes

50%
OFF

Beautiful Handmade
SCARVES, HATS & MITTENS

— from —

Up to 50% off Selected 
Jewelry & Gift Items!

Gift Certificates 
Available for Facials!
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Is Your Heart Saying, ‘Baby It’s Cold Outside’?

We’re smack in the middle of winter. And, while you may not think much 
about it, the cold weather can seriously hurt your health, especially if you 
have a heart condition.

How does the cold weather affect your heart?
To answer that question, we asked Dr. Falak B. Shah, an interventional 
cardiologist in the Kingston office of the Heart & Vascular Institute of the 
Westchester Medical Center Health Network (WMCHealth).
He is also the director of the cardiac catheterization lab at HealthAlliance 
Hospital in Kingston, also a WMCHealth member. A cardiac catheterization 
examines blood flow to the heart and tests how well the heart is pumping.

Here is Dr. Shah’s response to the question about the heart and cold weather:
Cold weather makes the heart work extra-hard to keep your body warm, so your heart 
rate and blood pressure may increase. These changes can cause heart problems.
The cold can also increase your risk of developing a blood clot, which could lead to a 
heart attack or stroke.
You’ve probably heard about people who died of a heart attack while shoveling snow. 
Shoveling is remarkably taxing on the heart.
Shoveling, or even pushing a heavy snow blower, can cause a sudden increase in your 
heart rate and blood pressure. The cold air can constrict your blood vessels and make 
your heart work harder.
This can put your heart in overdrive and possibly trigger a heart attack — or at least 
trigger what we call cardiac ischemia, when the heart is  oxygen-starved. Oxygen 
starvation can cause chest pain or pressure, known as angina, and that can lead to a heart attack.
You’re at a greater-than-average risk of a heart attack during cold outdoor activities if you:
• Already had a heart attack.
• Have a known or suspected heart condition.
• Have high blood pressure or high cholesterol.
• Smoke.
• Are overweight.
• Lead a sedentary lifestyle.
Please make sure you ask your doctor before you shovel. 

Winter weather tips:
Drink plenty of water to avoid dehydration.
Dress in layers to avoid hypothermia.
Wear a hat or head scarf to cover your head and neck. Fully 50 percent of our body heat can be lost through our 
head and neck.
Cover your ears. They’re especially prone to frostbite. And keep your hands and feet warm too. They tend to lose 
heat quickly.
And when you’re finished outside and back indoors, keep your outerwear on for a bit. You may want to remove 
your outer layers right away, but give your body time to adjust. If you’re not wet, wait 10 minutes or so before 
changing into other clothes.
Why? Because you can get “post-exercise hypothermia” if you take off your outer clothes and lose body heat too 
quickly.

Remember: Heart disease is the leading cause of death for men and women in the United States. Every year, 
one in four deaths are caused by heart disease.

In an emergency, call 911. The emergency  

department is at HealthAlliance Hospital:  

Broadway Campus, 396 Broadway in Kingston.  

For more, call 845-331-3131 or visit hahv.org.

Falak B. Shah MD
Heart & Vascular Institute
Westchester Medical Center 
Health Network (WMCHealth)
HealthAlliance Hospital:  
Mary’s Avenue Campus
111 Mary’s Ave., Kingston NY 12401
845-339-3663

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

V
Get Well & Stay Well with 

Most Insurances Accepted!

845.255.2398
231 Main St.

www.Nutrition-wise.com

New Student Special
$50 for 1 month

(845) 255-821 thelivingseed.com
521 Main Stree New Paltz 

The Living Seed
Yoga & Holistic Health Center

If you think you or someone you 
love has an addiction problem, 
you are probably right. Call us.

legalize marijuana for adult use. ++

Old Navy ships out of mall

If you’re looking for Old Navy, look a little further 
south. The retail clothing chain closed up shop in the 
Hudson Valley Mall, re-opening at Kings Mall in a space 
formerly occupied by Modell’s Sporting Goods.

Coles H. Doyle of the marketing and operations di-
visions of Hudson Valley Mall owner Hull Property 
Group said they were sorry to see Old Navy go, but 
were pleased with where the mall is, and where it’s go-
ing. “We hate to have any tenant leave, either through 
relocation or leaving the market,” said Doyle in an e-
mail. “Having said that, the mall maintains a strong 
lineup of retail tenants to include Target, Best Buy, 
Dick’s, Shoe Department, Encore and several others.”

The Hull Property Group completed the purchase of 
the mall in early January for $8.1 million, around 12 per-
cent of the property’s most recent assessment value.

Local fi lm buff s should be pleased to learn that a new 
theater is scheduled to open in early April, replacing the 
departed Regal Cinemas. “The theater is being trans-
formed into a luxury seating theater with new amenities 
and will open this spring as NCG Theater, which will be a 
signifi cant improvement,” said Doyle.

 -- Crispin Kott

92 HUGUENOT ST., NEW PALTZ
huguenotstreetnurseryschool.com

OPEN HOUSE FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH AT 7PM

Come and learn about the school, sign up for classroom observations and meet 
the teachers.  Half-day programs are available for 2, 3, and 4 year olds, 2, 3 
or 5 days a week in a nurturing environment with active parent participation.  

Open registration will be held on Friday, March 15th at 9:30-10:30am at the 
school.  Any questions please email registration@huguenotnurseryschool.com or 
for more information, please visit the school website.

Huguenot Street Cooperative Nursery School is a non-profit, non-sectarian school  
for children ages two through five.

     Community health
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Gaby O’Shea
(Continued from page 1) 

only by road. Cyclists will be drawn to them; and by 
law, they have the right to use them. Trouble is, a 
large proportion of motorists don’t realize that they 
have a responsibility to share the road -- and to do it 
without endangering the health and safety of cyclists 
or pedestrians.

Gabriela O’Shea of New Paltz, who is slowly heal-
ing from a devastating bike/car collision that oc-
curred on Route 299 on September 11, 2017, exempli-
fi es the reasons why this shortsightedness ought not 
to be ignored. “The public is invited to Ulster County 
for outdoor activities. Why is Ulster County not safe 
enough to do the things they’re invited to do?” asks 
O’Shea, pointing out the inherent hypocrisy in the 
county’s offi  cial positions boosting tourism based on 
vigorous outdoor activity like hiking and cycling.

O’Shea was struck from behind by a Jeep with af-
termarket tires that stuck far out from the sides of 
the vehicle, on a stretch of road with a badly eroded 
shoulder and no margin for error, just west of Route 
299’s intersection with Butterville Road. in New 
Paltz. According to her attorney, Joseph O’Connor, 
Gaby was riding right on the white line on the side of 
the road when she was hit; at the edge of that white 
line was a four-inch dropoff , clearly visible in photos 
from the crash site. Another car was approaching in 
the opposite direction; the driver of the Jeep, Amy 
Ashkenas, did not slow down or give the bicycle ad-
equate buff er space. Gaby had nowhere to swerve 
safely. She has no memory of her own of that colli-
sion, but Jennifer Ippolito, the driver of the oncom-
ing car, testifi ed that the cyclist was thrown more 
than 30 feet through the air.

Aside from the physical and neurological damage 
that Gaby sustained, and the profound disruption 
to her life that will likely be a permanent legacy of 
the crash, the greatest tragedy here may be the fact 
that the county Highway Department knew that the 
section of road involved was hazardous. According 
to Pavement Data Reports conducted annually, the 
shoulder of Route 299 along that stretch -- four to 

six feet wide when the road was built in 1949 -- was 
down to one foot wide by 2016. “Now it’s down to 
zero. It’s disintegrated,” O’Connor says. He shows 
an Initial Project Proposal submitted to the county 
Highway Department ten days before Gaby was hit 
indicating “shoulders: absent” at that location. Call-
ing Route 299 westward from New Paltz to the Sha-
wangunks “the most prominent bicycle route in Ul-
ster County,” the attorney argues, “County tourism 
directs people to that actual path that you know is 
compromised.”

O’Shea, her family, fellow cyclists and other sup-
porters in the community have lauded the support 
of Town of New Paltz offi  cials, who offi  cially request-
ed a reduction in the speed limit on Route 299 from 
55 to 45 miles per hour. Ulster County at fi rst agreed 
to support that request, but then reversed its posi-
tion, and the New York State Department of Trans-
portation ended up turning it down. To its credit, 

the county did widen the shoulders -- but only from 
the Carmine Liberta Bridge as far as the Butterville 
crossing, which also now has a stop sign. The shoul-
ders west of that point, all the way to the intersec-
tion with Route 44/55, are still a hazard to cyclists, 
and more incidents have occurred since Gaby’s terri-
ble day. “When I met with Hein, he promised they’d 
be fi nished by the end of 2017,” recalls her father, 
Stephen O’Shea.

Gaby’s injuries were extensive and severe, aff ect-
ing her head, neck, ankles, elbows, ribs, pelvis and 

 “The public needs to be 
aware that pedestrians and 

cyclists are allowed to be on 
the road… I hope that New 

Paltz will continue with the 
actions needed to make us 
a town that is just as safe as 
it is inviting for lovers of the 

outdoors,” said
Gabriela O’Shea

vertebrae. In December she had the fourth -- and 
what she hopes will be the last -- surgery to recon-
struct her right arm, which included realignment of 
nerves and reattachment of her triceps. While she is 
physically mobile, Gaby’s ability to move through a 
room or along a sidewalk is compromised by the loss 
of much of her peripheral vision due to her traumat-
ic brain injuries. She can’t see anything below chin 
level, so if there’s any obstruction on the fl oor, she’ll 
trip over it.

Worst of all is her memory loss. She came out of 
her coma with no recollection of anything that hap-
pened prior to her head injury. “My long-term mem-
ory is 98 percent absent, including the countries I’ve 
traveled to. My friends created a website where they 
post pictures of things they’ve done with me. They 
seem like familiar sights, but nothing I have an at-
tachment to. I’ve lost part of my life -- the amazing 
things I know I’ve done.” Her short-term memory is 
also compromised, but her father reports that he has 
recently seen some improvement.

Gaby is able to ride a bicycle again, barely, and 
only on fl at surfaces like the rail trail, due to both vi-
sion and balance issues. A former rock climber, yoga 
devotee and dancer with the Vanaver Caravan, “I 
used to be able to balance on one foot and put the oth-
er foot over my head,” she says. She had earned a BA in 
English from SUNY New Paltz, summa cum laude, only 
a few months before her collision; the bike had been 
a graduation present. Now she’s back to taking class-
es, online, as part of her neurological rehabilitation: 
“Buddhism and Modern Psychology,” taught by her 
cognitive psychologist, and “Introduction to Disability 
Studies” through her alma mater. She also writes in a 
journal each night before bed, to help herself retain 
short-term memories as they accumulate.

“Long-term, I’d love to be able to return to school 
and become a physical therapist, so I can help peo-
ple the way people have helped me. My short-term 
goals are just to get more independence; to strength-
en my arm; to better my memory.” With her parents’ 
help, Gaby is in the process of applying to an inten-
sive rehabilitation program, at the Rusk Institute for 
Rehabilitation Medicine at NYU, that would require 
her to live in New York City four days a week for a 
six-month period. If accepted, she will start the pro-
gram in March.

In the meantime, Gaby O’Shea is dividing her time 
between her divorced parents’ two households; try-
ing to get a little better each day, physically and men-
tally; awaiting resolution of her personal damages 
lawsuit against Ashkenas and Ulster County; and 
angling for some volunteer work with the Village of 
New Paltz. “I hope it’ll help me feel like I’m coming 
back to normalcy,” she says.

She also wants to remind us all that our streets are 
meant to be shared, safely: “The public needs to be 
aware that pedestrians and cyclists are allowed to be 
on the road… I hope that New Paltz will continue with 
the actions needed to make us a town that is just as safe 
as it is inviting for lovers of the outdoors.” ++

Business & Tax

A BETTER 
TAX SOLUTION
IT’S TAX TIME AGAIN!

DID YOU KNOW . . . 
YOU DON’T NEED MONEY 

TO FILE YOUR TAXES! 
(ask for details)

Reasonable Rates
Conveniently located 

in Kingston

Call to schedule 
your personalized 

appointment Today!
845-802-0114
Elizabeth K. W. Jackson, RTRP

NOTARY PUBLIC
16 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ASK US 
ABOUT FAST 

CASH ADVANCE!

Accent Financial Group provides a number of different insurance options, 
and can compare auto coverage and prices to find the best possible value 
for your vehicle and circumstances.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:   
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Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

WORKING HARD TO KEEP YOU ON THE ROAD.

DAVID R. DOLAN, CPA, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

TWO LOCATIONS
2901 Route 9W By Appointment Only
Saugerties, NY 12477 34 North Road
Ph. (845) 246-8934 Tillson, NY 12486

www.Dolancpapc.com
Year Round Tax, Accounting & Payroll Services for Individuals,

Businesses, Estates, Trusts & LLCs

 ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 
PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • RELIABLE

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR
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Polishing the Cornerstone
(Continued from page 1) 

waiting area alongside an extension of the bar which 
to this reporter’s eye is indistinguishable from the 
original. Beck credits that success to Apuzzo Kitch-
ens, where the new fi xtures were built.

People waiting outside in 20-degree weather 
shows something about how important P&G’s is in 
this community, but so does how well customers 
adapted to the work done before the closure. Beck 
described the temporary wall which was erected 
during demolition, cutting the bar length in half. The 
sheet of plywood didn’t prevent him from opening 
for New Year’s Eve. “They rolled with it,” he said.

Along the way, new options presented themselves. 
Soffi  ts which concealed a snarl of wiring are now 
gone, opening up more room for the televisions and 
higher ceilings in places. Perhaps half the dining 
fl oor, as well as what’s behind the bar, were replaced 
down to the sub-fl ooring and is level for the fi rst time 
in decades. Some posts and beams were replaced, in-
cluding one in the kitchen which had to be moved be-
cause it was in the way of cooking for as long as anyone 
can remember. The ceiling paneling, too, is new, serv-
ing as counterpoint to the tile fl ooring (much of which 
looks like the wood next to which it runs).

A week later, workers are still hooking up screens, 
preparing for awnings (which will return to the 
forest-green from days of yore), and otherwise fi ne-
tuning before opening each day. Downstairs, where 
there was parking under the dining room overhang, 
will become a prep kitchen space once it warms up 
enough to do that work.

The overhang was the last major planned renova-
tion, managed by Mike’s father Ed in 1983. More re-
cently — in 2008 — a fi re gutted the kitchen, prompting 
an unplanned renovation. Beck said the fi re resulted in 
contractors having familiarity with the inner workings 
of the building which was the Casino when fi rst built, 
leading to more ideas about the best use of space.

Hidden from customer view is a new staircase. 
Beck once had a closet-sized offi  ce in the back, but 
now a hallway leads to these stairs, which lead up 
to the residential second fl oor. Part of one of the 
apartments has been converted into storage and 
offi  ce space accessible to employees only; the bed-
room was added onto the other apartment, which 
is rented as of February 1 now with three bedrooms. 
Changes to that space mean that there is also more 
room available in Mexicali Blue next door, although 

work to take advantage of that fact is not yet com-
plete. Beck credits Bob Colucci of Ultimate Homes 
with suggesting many of those improvements; Co-
lucci also worked on the kitchen after the 2008 fi re.

The offi  ce space has desks for administrative 
work, but also an electronics rack which replaces 
“wire spaghetti” with hardware for cable, internet 
and the large number of closed-circuit cameras 
pointing inside and outside the property. A huge 
screen displays the live video feeds, and Beck said 
that the exterior ones — which now include views 
of Front Street as well as Main and Plattekill — can 
be accessed directly by town police offi  cers. Those 
cameras often pick up incidents such as pedestrians 
getting hit in the crosswalk, he said.

Technology permeates much of the building in 
new ways. All of the televisions start with one button 
now, going immediately to preset stations, and can 
be easily changed by any employee. Environmental 
controls are now hooked to mini-split heat pumps, 
considered state-of-the-art in energy-effi  cient de-
sign. The massive speakers have been replaced with 

LAUREN THOMAS

P&G's renovations included new space in the kitchen. Pictured in the new space is chef Tom Ingoglia.

a modern sound system, as well.
Improvements to the bathrooms are getting a lot 

of chatter. A third toilet is now in the ladies’ room, 
and gone is the men’s room trough that was a relic of 
a time long gone. “Those are illegal now,” Beck said 
with a laugh while showing off  the new urinals. The 
bathrooms are well-lit, designed to be welcoming, 
easy to clean and durable.

This could well be the capstone of Mike Beck’s 
stewardship of this building, for which he took over 
management in 1985. Mike Jr. and Kristin, son and 
daughter, both work in the business and are being 
groomed to take it over when their father is ready 
to let it “step into the next generation.” That’s likely 
good news to the many people who have returned 
to visit years or decades after their fi rst foray, often 
as college students. P&G’s seems poised to remain a 
“cornerstone of New Paltz” for a good long time. Not 
only is the Beck family geared for succession, but 
according to building inspector Wirthmann, the im-
provements made this time around mean “the build-
ing will stand another 600 years.” ++

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 

injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 

the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com
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Schools

 Luke Deen Taylor

Student events, profi les & sports

by Dayna Thomas

W
ITH HIS HEAD buried in 
his computer, intensely 
focused on his latest 
project, New Paltz High 

School (NPHS) senior Luke Deen Taylor 
is always creating. Whether it be some-
thing fun sparking from his creative 
intuition, a website for a friend’s up-
and-coming business, or completely re-
designing a seemingly fl awed program 
to create a newer and more interactive 
one, Taylor is always working hard. 

Taylor is currently working to cre-
ate a new and more current version of 
a program used by an NPHS AP Com-
puter Science class. 

“The program is really old and out-
dated and a lot of students don’t like 
it,” says Taylor. “For an independent 
study this year I’m developing a whole 
alternative to [the program]. It’s an on-
line program where you can create an 
account and solve problems, and then 
it checks them for you.”  

Although Taylor’s phone holds lists 
upon lists of things that need to get 
done in order to fi nish the program, 
many of those boxes are checked off . 
After spending about 300 hours, and 
writing almost 9,000 lines of code 
since late summer, Taylor has made sig-
nifi cant progress on the program and 
hopes to soon test it out with this year’s 
AP Computer Science class. 

“It’s an interesting project to tackle,” claims Tay-
lor, “because it’s a tangible thing. It’s used to solve a 
concrete problem that directly aff ects our school.”

Taylor’s passion for coding began while he was in 
middle school when he found a book about Python, 
a programing language. Taylor then read the book 
cover to cover and tried out some of the examples. 
Since then, with the exception of taking AP Comput-
er Science, Taylor is self-taught in all things coding. 

“It’s been a really exploratory thing for me.” says 
Taylor. “Most of it is self-guided. I always pick small 
projects, where each one of them would show me 
how to do something that I didn’t know how to do 
before. You always have a problem you’re trying to 
approach and then breaking it down into smaller 
pieces.” 

The process of self-teaching has been a positive 
experience for Taylor, yet he admits that “usually 
things don’t work out the fi rst time.” Although, this 
process of learning, discovery and trial and error 
has led Taylor to some quite impressive programs 
and websites. 

“As I’m approaching a particular problem I break 
it down into steps that I can do,” says Taylor. “As 
you fi ll in the gaps you learn about a bunch of new 
things. You get practice by learning how to express 
abstract human ideas in a rigid and logical computer 
form.”  

Two summers ago, Taylor attended Stanford’s 
Pre-Collegiate Summer Institute. During his three 
weeks on campus in northern California, Taylor at-
tended a daily three-hour lecture regarding artifi cial 
intelligence, followed by time to work on a problem 
that focused around whatever topics were discussed 
in that morning’s seminar.

“I learned a lot and made a lot of good friends that 
I still talk to,” says Taylor endearingly. “It’s one of 
the best things I’ve ever done.”

In addition to Taylor’s new program, he also de-
signed a website for a friend’s clothing company 

“Sleep Later,” and this past summer worked as an in-
tern for Moonfarmer, a creative design studio based 
out of Kingston. Throughout the course of his time at 
Moonfarmer, he helped develop a website in which 
people could post tributes to those who were killed 
during the war on drugs.

Working with the development team has not only 
allowed Taylor to gain a lot of new information, but 
also to express his creative side in an area of study 
that is seemingly strictly logical and concrete.

“Coding is creative in a lot of ways,” says Taylor 
passionately. “When I’m building a website, I plan 
out a design, which is directly artistic. There is also 
an infi nite number of ways to write anything, and a 
lot of times the structure that you choose for your 
code is purposeful and mimics the way that you 
think about it.” 

In the near future, Taylor plans on attending col-
lege in order to further his knowledge in computer 
science and the more mathematical aspect of coding 
that goes along with creating things like “artifi cial in-
telligence and self-driving cars.” 

In addition to Taylor’s interests in coding, he also 
enjoys running, and is a key member of both the 
NPHS varsity cross-country and track teams. This 
past season, Taylor was the captain of the cross-
country team and enjoyed both the social and physi-
cal aspects of the sport.  

“Running is a nice break from all of the academic ac-
tivities that I spend most of my time on,” says Taylor. 

In addition to playing bassoon in the NPHS band, 
Taylor has also played piano since kindergarten 
and continues to play a piece at the New York State 
School of Music Association (NYSSMA) conference 
every year. Recently, Taylor has been spending up 
to six months on longer “fl ashier” pieces such as his 
latest piece, “Rhapsody in Blue.” 

 “It’s a lot of fun because it’s a piece that I’ve liked 
for a really long time,” says Taylor with a smile. “But 
it’s a notoriously diffi  cult piano piece. And playing 

through it and learning it, and then get-
ting to put my own interpretation on it 
to make it into my own piece has been 
interesting and really cool to do.” 

Whether Taylor is concentrated on 
his next coding project, piano piece 
or school work for any of his advance 
placement courses, he is always put-
ting in the extra eff ort. Taylor is also 
very thankful for the support that his 
friends have given him over the past 
years, and is really looking forward to 
seeing what the future has in store for 
him. ++  

SPORTS | WEEK

New Paltz wrestling on top

New Paltz topped Goshen 46-28 on 
Friday, with wins on the mat for Elliot 
Crocco a 15-7 decision over Anthony 
Mitchell at 120 pounds; Aidan Cup-
pett a pin of Anthony Villodas in 0:50 
at 132; Ethan Palanca a pin of Manuel 
Lara in 1:35 at 138; Levi Wyns a 5-0 de-
cision over Max Winkler at 145; Logan 
Michael a 3-2 decision over Chris Fini at 
152; and Eric Thomas a pin of Dylan Lu-
mezzi in 2:38 at 182. Gage Young (195), 
Devin Dixon (220) and Evan Jansen 
(285) all won by forfeit.

In Saturday’s Edgemont Tournament 
(Westchester), New Paltz fi nished third 
with Aidan Cuppett (132) and Ethan 

Palanca (138) winning titles, with Elliot Crocco (113) 
second and Nick Massaro (126), Logan Michael (152) 
and Devin Dixon (220) third.

New Paltz is at Wallkill on Wednesday, January 30 
at 7 p.m.; while Highland -- runnerup to Eldred/Sul-
livan West/Fallsburg in Section 9 duals -- is at Red 
Hook at 7 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland swimming

Both are competing in the OCIAA championships 
on Friday, February 1 at 4 p.m. at Washingtonville. 
Favorites are: New Paltz’s Leo Kuyl in the 50 and 100 
freestyle, the 200 freestyle relay team of Alex Demis, 
Sean Geisler, Tadju Trzewik-Quinn and Kuyl, with 
Trzewik-Quinn challenging in the 100 butterfl y and 
100 backstroke; while for Highland Philip Sadchikov 
is top-seeded in the 100 breaststroke.

-- Rich Corozine

OCIAA indoor track

New Paltz fi nished third in the boys Division 3 
competition, with Javaughn Gooden taking fi rst in 
the 300 in 37.45 and second in the 55 hurdles in 8.15; 
and Logan Linares third in the 3200 in 10:17.86. The 
Huguenots took fourth in girls competition, with Ki-
era Coulard-Smith fi rst in the pole vault with 8-6 and 
Siri Walsh third with 8-0; M’Mah Soumah third in the 
weight throw with 33-3 3/4; and Hailey Dippel sec-
ond in the long jump with 14-6. 

Highland fi nished sixth in boys competition and 
girls competition, with Matt Petty third in the boys 
triple jump with a 32-11 and Margaret Petty third in 
the girls long jump with a 12-10.

-- Rich Corozine

 Luke Deen Taylor. 
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New Paltz boys
fall to Beacon;
Rodriguez at 997
by Rich Corozine

F
IRST THINGS FIRST: the New Paltz boys 
dropped a non-league game 67-61 to Beacon 
in the fi nale of the Offi  cials vs. Cancer Tour-
nament last Sunday. 

Secondly, senior guard Axel Rodriguez, needing 
25 points to join Charlie Davis (1,297 in 1982), Tom 
Morales (1,396 in 1991) and Matt Petruzzelli (1,090 in 
2008) as the only 1,000-point career scorers in New 
Paltz boys history scored 22, to fi nish the evening 
with 997 career points. The Huguenots face Rond-
out -- unfortunately for the faithful -- at Rondout this 
Tuesday (too late for this edition of the New Paltz 
Times), to see Rodriguez get that 1,000th point.

This game was deceiving. Pitting a controlled of-
fense (New Paltz) against a helter-skelter one (Bea-
con), it looked for awhile that the Huguenots would 
prevail, but a sluggish third quarter -- where Beacon 
turned a 33-32 halftime defi cit into a 52-47 lead -- 
was New Paltz's downfall. And when the Bulldogs 
ran out on an 8-2 run to open the fourth quarter, the 
lead had stretched to 11 (60-49).

Rodriguez had seven fi rst quarter points (a put-
back of a Casey Burke miss, a drive through the lane 
and three straight free throws) as New Paltz took a 
19-16 advantage into the second quarter. Chris Sifre 
and Burke hit three-pointers in the quarter. The sec-
ond quarter was much of the same: New Paltz trying to 
set up Rodriguez and Burke; Beacon playing fast-and-
loose and hitting three three's. Rodriguez had 13 at the 
half, just 12 points away from the magic number.

Burke got hot in the third quarter to keep New 
Paltz in the game, scoring ten points as Beacon shut 
down Rodriguez. But Beacon's Dayion Thompson 
kept dribbling and hitting on drives and making free 
throws to keep the Bulldogs just out of reach. He 
scored 12 of his 20 points in the critical quarter.

Sifre opened the fourth quarter with a layup off  
a sweet Burke feed, but then Beacon went on that 
8-0 run to go up 60-49. Rodriguez made one-of-two 
free throws, then hit a layup to cut it to 60-53, but 
Beacon's Adrian Davis hit a basket. Rodriguez then 
hit a pair of free throws and seconds later a booming 
three-pointer to cut it to 62-58 with just 2:00 to go in 
the game. Davis then hit two-of-four free throws on 
successive possessions, before Sammy Marshall hit 
a layup off  another great feed from Burke and Sifre 
followed with one-of-two from the line for a 64-61 
Beacon lead with just over 1:00 to play. Kai Jacketti 
hit one-of-two free throws to make it a four-point 
game, with Rodriguez -- going for the big play (and 
his 1,000th point) -- missing on three consecutive 
three-pointers. Thompson hit a pair of free throws 
with 0:11 on the clock to ice it for the Bulldogs.

Burke added 15 points for the Huguenots, Sifre 12. 
New Paltz fell to 10-3 overall on the season and are 
4-0 in Division 1 of the MHAL, securing an MHAL Fi-
nal Four berth. And after the Rondout game, the Hu-
guenots host Saugerties and their all-world freshman 
Dior Johnson on Friday, February 1 at 5:30 p.m. ++

Roundball roundup:
where they’re at

With the MHAL tournament just a couple of weeks 
away and the Section 9 tournament after that, it 
looks right now (Sunday, January 27) that all four 
local teams will be in Sectional play, with only one 
--  the New Paltz boys -- in the hunt for an MHAL title.

The Highland girls, 8-5 overall and 3-3 in Division 
2 of the MHAL, are something of a miracle team this 
year. Playing with mostly underclassmen with little 
varsity experience -- save one very special player in 
Bri Rozzi -- coach Jim Malak has pulled off  one re-
markable season of coaching. With Rozzi leading the 
team in every category and recently breaking the 
school scoring record set by Lisa Pritzlaff  in 2001, 
Highland starts an eighth-grader (Bridgette Carle), 
a freshman (Katie Dauenheimer), a sophomore 
(Adriana Scalo) and a junior (Paige Dauenheimer), 
besides the senior point guard extraordinaire that is 
headed to Division 1 Loyola of Maryland. 

Coming off  a 22-2 season (22-0 against all local teams 
-- the only losses to Westchester’s Briarcliff  in their fi rst 
game and State champion Irvington in their last), Mal-
ak saw three-fi fths of his MHAL and Section 9 Class B 
champion starting lineup graduate: Candace McCutch-
eon, Sam Garcia and Emily Peterson, with the fourth, 
Jayda Jackson, not coming out for her senior season, 
leaving “just” Rozzi. Extolling Rozzi’s basketball/lead-
ership talents is easy, but it is Malak that has put togeth-
er an exciting -- albeit very young -- run-run team that 
has truly exceeded pre-season expectations. Highland, 
with fi ve regular season games remaining, could fi nish 
up with a 13-win regular season. Incredible.

The prognosis: the Section Class B title will go 
through Marlboro, who have beaten Highland twice 
by double digits, as the Huskies have a diffi  cult time 
handling Elizabeth Lofaro, the Dukes’ big girl inside.

The Huskies got their eighth win of the season 61-
48 over Burke at home on Friday, with Rozzi doing 
her “thing” with 25 points, eleven rebounds and six 
assists; with Paige Dauenheimer adding a career-
high 12 points, with six rebounds; and Bridgette Car-
le nine points. Highland hosts O’Neill on Wednesday, 
January 30 at 5:45 p.m. and then Wallkill on Friday, 

February 1 at 5:30 p.m. And next Tuesday, February 
5 at 5:30 p.m., in a game for local bragging rights, 
the Huskies host New Paltz.

The New Paltz girls, 8-4 overall and 2-3 in Division 
1 of the MHAL, are in solid shape for the Section 9 
tournament with a senior-laden team coached by 
one of the best in Jim Delmar. The coach, in his sec-
ond year with the Huguenots, has fashioned a tough 
team defense anchored inside by 6-1 sophomore 
Katie Geisler and on the off ensive end led by senior 
recent 1,000-point scorer Hailey Osborne. If a third 
option is necessary it is either guard -- they seem 
interchangeable -- senior’s Anna McDuffi  e or Bella 
Santos, both picking up their scoring as the season 
dwindles to a precious few games. 

Delmar, who coached the Highland girls to seven 
Section 9 titles in 13 years, will be the fi rst New Paltz 
girls coach to have back-to-back winning seasons 
in a decade. The program went into free-fall when 
long-time coach Jeff  Ackert retired. The Huguenots 
lost to Wallkill 43-39 on Friday, with Osborne lead-
ing the way with 12 points. New Paltz hosts Rondout 
this Tuesday (too late for this edition of the New Paltz 
Times) and then travel to Saugerties on Friday, Feb-
ruary 1 at 5:30 p.m., before playing at Highland on 
Tuesday, February 5.

The prognosis: the Section Class A title will go 
through FDR, who have beaten the Huguenots hand-
ily in both games this season. As talented as New 
Paltz is, FDR is even more so.

The Highland boys, 7-6 overall and 3-3 in Division 
2 of the MHAL, are having their second solid season 
after a couple years in the wilderness. Long-time 
coach Mike Milliman, still looking for that fi rst Sec-
tion title, has himself one huge team, led by high-
scoring 6-10 senior Cameron Ness, 6-5 forwards Ty-
ler Benjamin and Kingsley Ogelle, 6-4 Sean Benkert, 
and “normal” size playmakers Dylan Barry and John 
Scalo. The Huskies had their biggest win of the sea-
son in the recent low-scoring victory over Division-
foe Marlboro (who just defeated Red Hook on Friday 
to clinch Division 2).

Highland goes deep in their bench, with the of-
fense swirling around the big guy inside. The Hus-
kies are at Wallkill on Friday, February 1 at 5:30 p.m. 
and then travel to New Paltz on Tuesday, February 5 
at 5:30 p.m.

The prognosis: the Section Class B title goes 
through Ellenville, with the Blue Devils, along with 
New Paltz, as the MHAL’s premier team, with Red 
Hook (two wins over Highland), Marlboro (a split) 
and the Huskies challenging them in Class B. And if 
Ness has a couple big games, anything could happen. 

In the MHAL boys -- it looks like New Paltz (Divi-
sion 1), Marlboro (Div. 2), Ellenville (Div. 3) and Mill-
brook (Div 4); MHAL girls -- FDR (Div. 1), Marlboro 
(Div. 2), Spackenkill (Div. 3) and defending State 
Class C champion Millbrook (Div. 4).

-- Rich Corozine

Chris Sifre (12) and Beacon's Kai Jacketti battle for a 
loose ball.

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Axel Rodriguez (13) blocking shot of Beacon's Kai Jacketti (21).
Casey Burke hit for two.

Find a job
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice and drop box is 
located at 29 South Chestnut Street.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Thank you, Erica

When I open up my New Paltz Times each week, 
one of the fi rst things I look for is Erica Chase-Saler-
no's column about living with cancer. She strikes an 
inspiring note of honesty, courage and good spirits. 
Each week I wonder how long her column will con-
tinue. So while she can still read this letter, I want to 
say, "Thanks, Erica." I will always remember you and 
your motto, Head On and Heart Strong!

Jonathan Fox
New Paltz

We drive too fast in New Paltz

NYC Mayor DiBlasio did something against the 

Susan Slotnick

It’s easy

wishes of many New Yorkers a few years ago, and it 
worked out nicely: he lowered the city-wide speed 
limit to 25 MPH and the number of pedestrian deaths 
has fallen.

We drive too fast in New Paltz. Our speed limits 
are too high. We do not have any sections of road 
that are not crossed night and day by deer, and they 
are often senseless about oncoming cars. But deer 
show up quite brightly in our headlights, even show-
ing quite a bit of white. We kill a bunch each year, 
and do a lot of damage to our cars, but the real cross-
ing problem, especially at night, is humans. Us.

First, black is black, or dark, dark blue, or dark 
chocolate. They absorb light, not refl ect it. Nothing 
is more important than how we look. Dress for vis-
ibility? Not unless Hollywood does! I often wear a tie 

Moreese Bickham spent 37 years (13,695 days) 
in Angola prison.

When he fi nally walked out the gates to freedom, 
he was escorted by Burl Cain, the warden, who gave 
a farewell party for him the night before his release. 
On his last day locked up, he received accolades and 
hugs from inmates and guards.  Dozens of men lined-
up and paraded past him expressing wishes for his 
future life in “the big society.” 

Mr. Bickham’s release concluded the longest pris-
on stay of any inmate at Angola. 

In Louisiana, a sentence of life in prison is just 
that; it means never getting out. 

The only hope available to the more than 6,200 
inmates serving life sentences is the mercy of the 
governor who can grant pardons. Since 1992, only 
66 men have received pardons or commutated sen-
tences. Mr. Bickman was among them. 

When interviewed by a local newspaper, he said, 
“I don’t have one minute’s regret. It was a glorious 
experience.”  We have a lot to learn about how to be 
happy from Mr. Bickman.

Studies on what causes misery have gone on for 
years, but it’s only recently that analysis of happiness 
has received traction, notably from Harvard where 
a course on happiness has attracted 1,000 students 
every time it is off ered. 

 Science-based fi ndings on identical twins have de-
termined that 50% percent of happiness is inherited. 
Ten percent accounts for what many people assume 
brings happiness, status, money and possessions. 
The remaining 40% is up to each individual to create 
once the prescription is known.

Mr. Bickman’s life in prison confi rms all that has 
been discovered from “the psychology of positivity” 
research.

A long prison sentence is terrible, but Mr. Bick-
man turned it into “a glorious experience!” Making 
the best of a bad situation, recovering fast from life’s 
curve balls is a common ability among happy peo-
ple.  Ye ole lemonade cliché turns out to be ultimate 
truth.

Connecting with the natural world also makes peo-
ple happy. During Mr. Bickman’s long prison bid he 
tended rosebushes in the yard.

“I want to cover the whole prison yard with fl ow-
ers. These pink roses keep me company.  I care about 
them. Look at this one. It’s my favorite and I named it 
Ernestine after my beautiful wife.”

The fi rst night Mr. Bickman spent in prison he had 
a vision, “My deceased momma came to me. She 

said, ‘Go give to 
others all you 
can.’ I said I’m 
going to start 
right now. And 
that’s what I did 
-- doing every-
thing I could to 
help others the 
entire time.”

Here’s the 
proof. Two 
groups of people were each given a sizable sum of 
money directly after a brain scan. One group was in-
structed to spend the funds on themselves, the other 
group was told to give the money away. Afterwards, 
they were scanned again and the brains of the group 
who gave the money away were awash in dopamine, 
feel-good chemicals, while the other group’s brains 
revealed no measurable change. It’s seems shopping 
provides only a momentary pleasure.

Mr. Bickham said he would miss the friends he was 
leaving behind. For many prisoners a cooperating 
community is formed by like-minded individuals. 

Deep friendships develop. Without taking the course 
at Harvard, which taught belonging to a  community 
of people working together, is a “100% factor” among 
happy people, some prisoners  know community is a 
way to survive the horrors of prison life.

The day before Mr. Bickman left the facility he offi  ci-
ated at the funeral of one of his closest compatriots. 

“A big fear among prisoners is dying in prison. I 
was spared. I am so grateful.”

Gratitude is another commonality among happy 
people. So is compassion for those less fortunate.

Another group of research subjects were scanned, 
asked to do a “compassion meditation,” scanned 
again and the results were the same as they were for 
the group of altruistic cash givers.

Whether or not you believe in a God, a divine be-
ing, a higher power or some form of evolutionary 
natural selection, we are rewarded with happiness 
for being our highest best selves.

All around us, the thousands of advertisements we 
are affl  icted with each day, the one-upmanship and 
showing off  on the internet, the encouragement of 
competition and winning, are causing more misery 
than happiness. 

Today, regardless of religion, political affi  liation or 
the turbulence in our world, you can make yourself 
happy. It’s easy. Try it. See if it’s true.
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to Dedrick’s Pharmacy, where they call me “Mister!”
Second, we seem to believe that if we can see the 

headlights of a car blinding us, the car can see us 
walking on the side of the road. Or crossing the road! 
A fl are might be overkill, but a blinking fl ashlight is 
probably the law in some town in America. IMO, it 
would be in a blue state.

Third, we have the belief that these painted pedes-
trian crossing zones are observed by most drivers. 
Probably residents have a high awareness of most of 
them, but we are a destination town, and now a pop-
ular AirBnB town, and nonresidents are clueless. 
They may even live in an area that has not adopted 
this not-so-genius way to make pedestrians think 
they are ‘safe’. And that old guy got killed where the 
crosswalks were far, far apart.

The worst example, by far, is the outstandingly 
popular new trail system that starts at the bridge 
and meanders up to the Ridge, crossing a spot on 
the Springtown Road straightaway where drivers are 
comfortable going fast. At the very least, this unex-
pected crossing, where people getting back to their 
cars later than planned are in twilight or actual dark-
ness, should be as illuminated and “signed up” as 
the college does on Route 32 south.

I have been passed driving 40 MPH on this section of 
county road by some impressively aggressive drivers.

Hate me for this, but Springtown Road is very 
much a shared roadway, and this new trail crossing 
is completely unexpected and monstrously danger-
ous! Fix this fl aw in the very bad planning that cre-
ated this crossing. There is even brush on one side 
to help people be completely invisible night and day.

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

The pawns

A friend of ours had a father who was an astute 
businessman and chess player. Charles was never 
able to beat him at chess until he realized that his 
father was unwilling to lose ANY pieces, including 
pawns. After that, the power shifted.

The recent debacle in Washington is evidence of the 
fact that our President must win at all costs, even if it 

means sacrifi cing all if his pawns (government work-
ers). Maybe Trump’s Achilles’ Heel has been exposed 
in this process. Let us never again allow government 
workers to be a bargaining chip in any negotiations.

And let us now move on to the biggest “chess 
game” in history, in which we all are pawns: climate 
change.

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Each day is precious

For years, I have looked forward to Erica Chase 
Salerno’s “Kids” column and the fun, adventurous 
and creative activities she recommends for connect-
ing and bonding with our families.

And ever since her “root beer” essay, I have read 
her I Have Cancer and Here is How I’m dealing With 
it stories. These essays are fi lled with honesty, cour-
age, trepidation and most incredible of all, humor.

What a gifted writer she is. What a brave, unfl inch-
ing “connector” to our hearts and souls she is. What 
a Wonder Woman she is, who reminds us how pre-
cious each day is, especially when it brings an essay 
by Erica Chase Salerno.

Kitty Brown
New Paltz

Preserve the Plains Road aquifer

In late January, 2019, the New York City Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP) was sched-
uled to conclude a ten-week shutdown of its Catskill 
Aqueduct. The aqueduct supplies public water to sev-
eral upstate communities (including the Village of New 
Paltz) and the City of New York. We are pleased that 
this scheduled shutdown was concluded without dis-
ruption of the water supply to the village and SUNY. 

It is signifi cant that this scheduled repair was 
accomplished without the massive withdrawal of 
groundwater from the Plains Road, New Paltz aqui-
fer, which some offi  cials had sought. It is well-docu-
mented that withdrawal of up to 400 gallons of wa-
ter per minute from this precious aquifer, to supply 
drinking water during temporary shutdown periods, 

would render homeowner wells on Plains Road and 
vicinity unusable for drinking water supply. 

The Plains Road aquifer has existed without dis-
ruption for centuries. While New York City proposed 
to pay for construction of withdrawal and supply 
equipment, and a few years of public use, the re-
sult of this plan would have been monthly bills for 
homeowners for groundwater they currently access 
without cost, an uncertain source of future supply 
and, ultimately, dependence on local offi  cials and 
New York City offi  cials who have not been shown to 
have our long-term interests in mind. Our autonomy 
would be sacrifi ced; an important resource defi led. 

On the shutdown calendar: one ten-week shut-
down is completed, two more (10/19 and 10/20) to 
go. Let’s continue backup reliance on the New Paltz 
reservoirs, eff ective conservation activities and ef-
forts to identify other local water sources. A DEP-ap-
proved pipeline from Gardiner is also available. Let’s 
continue to reject this NYC “gift” that would come 
with expensive and damaging strings attached. 

Ingrid Beer, Gail Freedman, Donna Liebman
New Paltz

Improve the energy effi  ciency 
of your home

Warm up with chili, cider and heat pumps! Has the 
weather gotten you to think about how much money 
you spend just heating your house and water? Have 
you been meaning to investigate ways to improve the 
energy effi  ciency of your home, perhaps save some 
money? Come learn about new heat pump tech-
nologies for home and water heating. This free and 
friendly workshop will cover air-source and ground-
source heat pumps and heat pump water heaters. 
Enjoy hot chili, cornbread, Mexican chocolate cook-
ies and cider served up by your neighbors from the 
New Paltz Climate Action Coalition and Sustainable 
Hudson Valley, while learning about the new tech-
nologies and what kind of buildings are best. The 
workshop will be held Thursday, February 7 from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. at the New Paltz Village Hall.

Holly Shader
New Paltz Climate Action Coalition

It’s the economy

Viking victory
Norwegian Air enjoyed a signifi cant boost 

over last year in its November passenger count at 
Stewart Airport, Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey data released last Saturday has disclosed. 
The Scandinavian discount carrier’s total passenger 
traffi  c at Stewart was up more than 50 percent over 
its November 2017 numbers. It carried 26,567 pay-
ing passengers this November compared to 17,545 
the previous November.

The November numbers for the Newburgh air-
port’s international passenger count were accompa-
nied by a modest boost in the number of domestic 
passengers as well. The four domestic carriers at 
Stewart — JetBlue, Allegiant, American and Delta — 
carried 30,266 paying passengers this past Novem-
ber versus 27,579 the previous November.

Twenty months into its Hudson Valley venture, 
the Scandinavian airline’s business strategy at Stew-
art appears to be increasingly successful. It is con-
tinuing to demonstrate that despite its location at an 
airport 65 miles north of New York City it can fi ll its 
planes for fl ights to and from Ireland and Scotland 
with paying discount passengers. 

That does not mean, however, that the disruptive 
carrier doesn’t continue to be in serious fi nancial 
trouble, saddled by having to make the payments 
on its huge worldwide fl eet of new airplanes. Its 
high burn rate of capital has made it imperative that 
Norwegian embark on eff orts to cut operating costs 
wherever it can. Even so, the entrepreneurial airline 
will remain more dependent on its banks and other 
fi nancial backers than it would like to be. It’s facing a 

serious cash crunch this winter.
International Airlines Group, the owner of British 

Air, Iberia and Aer Lingus and other airlines, bought 
a 4.61 percent stake in Norwegian last April. Last 
week IAG, having failed in two bids for a friendly 
takeover, announced it would sell its Norwegian 
holding. The market price for Norwegian shares 
dropped signifi cantly on the news.   

Probably the most emotionally disconcerting 
news at Stewart was the mid-January announcement 
that Norwegian would close its pilot base at Stewart 
and transfer its cabin crews to European bases. Ac-
cording to a Norwegian spokesperson as quoted by 
Times Herald-Record reporter Judy Rife, about 30 
employees would be aff ected. Stewart Airport Com-
mission chair Lou Heimbach hoped “this isn’t a pre-
cursor to cutting back on more fl ights.”

The airline is presently in winter hibernation 
mode, which will end March 31, when Norwegian 
has said it will resume most of its previous Stewart 
schedule. Flights to Belfast in Northern Ireland have 
been discontinued, while those to Bergen in Norway 
are scheduled to resume in March.

Still up in the air is what will happen at that time to 
fl ights between Stewart and Edinburgh. The airline 
and the Scottish government are at loggerheads over 
a compromise they made on a tax levy cut: Norwe-
gian said the promise was the lower tax would go 
into eff ect now while the Scots say it will be imple-
mented later. Negotiations may well go down to the 
last fl ight from Stewart to Edinburgh on March 29. 

The uncertainty is troubling. The route seems to 
have attracted substantial passenger traffi  c. 

(DROP CAP) In for a dime, in for a dollar. Port 
Authority has awarded the contract for a half-acre 
$37-milllion federal inspection station for processing 
international passengers at Stewart. The arrange-
ment will create a separate terminal space for the 
processing of international passengers. At present, 
Norwegian would be the only carrier to use the 
space, which will have its own entrances, baggage 
areas, bathrooms and other services. 

Port Authority, which will have spent over $200 
million on Stewart in the past decade, expressed 
confi dence that the investment would “bolster the 
airport’s potential for future growth.” Completion is 
expected in 2020.

When the fi nal 2018 numbers come in about a 
month from now, they will show that Stewart has 
handled between 640,000 and 650,000 paying 
passengers during the year, up substantially from 
the 448,698 recorded during 2017 and the 275,421 
recorded in 2016. What is sometimes not realized, 
however, is the relatively small role Stewart’s num-
bers play in the overall Port Authority statistics. In 
2017, Port Authority handled 132.6 million paying 
passengers. When the 2018 totals come in they will 
have recorded about 138.3 paying passengers. Stew-
art’s high traffi  c total, recorded in 2007, was under a 
million passengers. The 2018 data will confi rm that 
Stewart has contributed about one half of one per 
cent of Port Authority’s total passenger traffi  c.

To the mid-Hudson region, the continued survival 
of Norwegian Air as a separate entity is less impor-
tant than the survival of a business model based on 
the viability of one or more discount air carriers 
connecting the New York City market to interna-
tional destinations. In that respect, the experience 
of Norwegian at Stewart in the last 20 months has 
been extremely positive, as the November 2018 Port 
Authority data emphasizes.       

-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
RADIUS BAKERY, LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/22/2018. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: RADIUS BAK-
ERY, LLC, 31 Terbar 
New Paltz NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
GLASCO ON HUDSON 
PUBLISHING LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
12/10/2018. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 111 
Great Neck Road, 6th 
Fl, Great Neck, NY 
11021. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.         

LEGAL NOTICE
LUTHIERLYN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
12/10/2018. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 

as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 35 
Herryhill Rd, Wood-
stock, NY 12498. Reg 
Agent: Nyscorpora-
tion.com, 1971 West-
ern Ave, #1121, Alba-
ny, NY 12203Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.            

LEGAL NOTICE
MOVABLE BEAST 
FARM, LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
MOVABLE BEAST 
FARM, LLC a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on October 9, 2018. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the compa-
ny upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the company served 
upon him to MOV-
ABLE BEAST FARM, 
LLC, 45 Boodle Hole 
Road, Accord, New 
York 12404. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Enhanced Living Ar-
rangements, LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 

Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/24/18. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Enhanced Living 
Arrangements, LLC 
68 Dashville Road 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
WEEKEND IN THE 
WOODS, LLC  Art. OF 
Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 12/13/2018. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Patty Lyons, 
831 Carroll Street, - 
Apt. 1, Brooklyn, NY 
11215. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ASE PROPERTIES, 
LLC Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/13/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 17 Lucas

Ave., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 180 Vineyard Ave-
nue LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/17/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 7105 Rte. 22,
Millerton, NY 12546. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
CHARLEIGH SALOON 
LLC Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/19/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 7105 Rte.
22, Millerton, NY 
12546. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of TESORO LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/7/2018. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of Ul-
ster. SSNY has

been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 384 Bingham 
Rd., Marlborough,
NY 12542. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PJCOST, LLC Arti-
cles of Org. fi led NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/14/2018. Offi  ce 
in Ulster Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 30 
Bellevue Rd., High-
land, NY 12528, which 
is also the principal 
business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
NEW PALTZ SNOW 
PLOWING LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on10/17/2018. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: REGIS-
TERED AGENTS INC. 
90 STATE ST., SUITE 
700, OFFICE 40, AL-
BANY, NY, 12207. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
QUERCUS HOLD-
INGS, LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
QUERCUS HOLD-
INGS, LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles 
of Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of New 
York on January 10, 
2019.  The offi  ce of 
the LLC is located in 
Ulster County, New 
York.  The Secretary 
of State has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the company upon 
whom process may 
be served.  The Sec-
retary of State shall 
mail a copy of any 
process against the 
company served 
upon him to QUER-
CUS HOLDINGS, LLC, 
105 Sparkling Ridge 
Road, New Paltz, New 
York 12561.  The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
8FNAprons LLC a 
domestic LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 1/8/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County.  SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 802 Briarwood 
Ct., New Paltz, NY 
12561. General Pur-
poses.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
DIAMOND EXCAVAT-
ING & PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/07/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Lee R. Gor-
don, 3 Mount Zion 
Rd, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Reg Agent: Lee 
R. Gordon, 3 Mount 
Zion Rd, Marlboro, 
NY 12542.Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): HC 
Meadows, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
11/08/2018. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: HC Meadows LLC, 
2899 Lucas Tpke, Ac-
cord, NY 12404. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
EDINBURGH MAN-
AGEMENT, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of ED-
INBURGH MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on January 17, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the compa-
ny upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the company served 
upon him to EDIN-
BURGH MANAGE-

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF TAX SALE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York at a Regular Meeting held on the 23rd day of January, 2019, the undersigned, the Village Treasurer of the 
Village of New Paltz will sell at public auction in the manner provided by law on the 4th day of March, 2019 at 10:00AM and 
on succeeding days, if necessary, at the office of the Treasurer of the Village of New Paltz, Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue, 
New Paltz, New York, so much of each of the following parcels of real estate upon which Village taxes remain unpaid as will 
be sufficient to discharge the tax, interest and charges thereon which may be due at the time of the sale.
Each purchases at such tax sale shall pay the amount of bid to the Village Treasurer within ten days after the sale and upon 
such payment the treasurer shall give to the purchaser a certificate in writing describing the real property purchased and 
sum paid thereof.
The following is a list of the lots, pieces and parcels of real estate to be paid together with the statement of the amount of the 
tax, interest and charges thereon and the record owner thereof.
NANCY BRANCO, TREASURER
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ

UNPAID TAX REPORT BY SECTION-BLOCK-LOT AS OF 01/28/2019

Village of New Paltz

Owner Name
SWIS: 513801

Section-Blk-Lot Bill #
Unpaid Tax 

Amount
Penalty 
Amount

Adv Fee
Ret Ck

Fee
Total Amount 

Due

Alotta Erin 78.82-2-16.-60 52 $564.88 $62.14 $10.00 $0.00 $637.02

Coleman Cecile 86.33-2-13.-15 218 $601.72 $66.19 $10.00 $0.00 $677.91

Findlay E. Blake 78.82-2-24.200 334 $20.63 $2.27 $10.00 $0.00 $32.90

Jordan Gerald M 86.42-4-5 459 $1,843.47 $202.78 $10.00 $0.00 $2,056.25

LALO GROUP, INC. 86.34-4-13.100 515 $1,333.12 $146.64 $10.00 $0.00 $1,489.76

Romm Stephanie R 86.26-4-11 826 $1,049.69 $115.47 $10.00 $0.00 $1,175.16

Ruger Michael F 86.26-2-20 843 $3,079.82 $338.78 $10.00 $0.00 $3,428.60

Lyra Home, LLC 86.42-3-14 928 $1,066.40 $117.30 $10.00 $0.00 $1,193.70

STURGIS INGRID 86.33-2-13.-62 983 $638.56 $70.24 $10.00 $0.00 $718.80

Tarter Austi L 86.33-2-13.-134 999 $282.44 $31.07 $10.00 $0.00 $323.51

Total For 513801 $10,480.73 $1,152.88 $100.00 $0.00 $11,733.61

TOTAL $10,480.73 $1,152.88 $100.00 $0.00 $11,733.61

*Partial Payment Due



June 14, 2012  •  19  January 31, 2019 • 19  New Paltz Times 

MENT, LLC, 153 Main 
Street, New Paltz, 
New York 12561. The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of CLARKE FAMILY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/2/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County
of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 340 Milton
Tpke., Milton, NY 
12547. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
KW GRAPHIC & WEB 
DESIGN, LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/17/2019. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Karen A. 
Williams, 765 Milton 
Turnpike, Highland, 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.                

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of 600 Route 
208 Gardner LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/18. Offi  ce Loca-
tion 536 Main Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 0 Sommerstown 
Rd New Castle LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/19/18. Offi  ce Loca-
tion 536 Main Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Accord With Na-
ture LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/12/2014. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 382 Queens
Hwy., Accord, NY 
12404. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
465 PLUTARCH RD 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 01/16/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: 412 BEDFORD 
AVE SUITE 4 BROOK-
LYN, NY 11249.Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 

date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
ANNUAL MEETING
TRUSTEES OF NEW 
PALTZ RURAL CEM-
ETERY
Monday, February 4, 
7:00 pm, 2 Academy 
Street, New Paltz.
Election of Offi  cers. 
2018 Financial Re-
port.

LEGAL NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE, that I, Rosaria 
Peplow, undersigned 
collector of taxes, of 
the Town of Lloyd, 
Ulster County, and 
State of New York, 
have duly received 
the tax roll and war-
rant for the collection 
of taxes within the 
Town of Lloyd for the 
year 2019 and that 
taxes may be mailed 
or paid in person 
at the Town Clerk’s 
Offi  ce, Town Hall, 
Thomas Shay Square, 
12 Church Street, 
Highland, New York 
12528.  Offi  ce hours 
will be 8:30 AM to 
4:30 PM, 
TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE, that taxes may 
be paid on or before 
January 31, 2019 with-
out charge or interest. 
On all taxes received 
after such date, there 
shall be added inter-
est of one per centum 
(1%), if paid on or be-
fore February 28th, 
2019 and an addition-
al one per centum 
(1%) for each addi-
tional month or frac-
tion thereafter until 
such taxes are paid 
or until the return of 
the unpaid taxes to 
the County pursuant 
to law.
TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE, pursuant to 
law, the tax roll of the 
Town of Lloyd will be 
returned to the Coun-
ty Commissioner of 

Finance in the Coun-
ty of Ulster on the 1st 
day of June, 2019.
Rosaria Peplow
Town Clerk/Tax Col-
lector
DATED: January 1, 
2019

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN THAT A 
PUBLIC HEARING 
WILL BE HELD BY 
THE TOWN OF NEW 
PALTZ PLANNING 
BOARD, TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ, COUN-
TY OF ULSTER AT 
THE TOWN COM-
MUNITY CENTER, 
ROUTE 32 NORTH 
ON:
DATE:  February 11, 
2019

TIME:  7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard.
FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONSIDERING 
THE FOLLOWING
APPLICATION OF: 
PB 18-313, Michael 
Moriello for JAM of 
New Paltz, Inc., who 
is seeking Subdivi-
sion (Lot Line Revi-
sion) approval of the 
property on 141 Rt.32 
South, New Paltz, SBL 
# 86.4-2-3.115.  The 
application and sup-
porting documents 
are available in the 
Planning Board of-
fi ce for review by the 
public or the applica-
tion can be viewed 
on the Town of New 
Paltz website under 
Committees-Planning 
Board-Current Proj-
ects under Review, 
found at http://www.
townofnewpaltz.org/
planning-board/pag-
es/current-projects-
under-review
At 7:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, 
the public hearing 
will be opened and 
the Planning Board 
will accept comments 
from all interested 

members of the pub-
lic.  The public hear-
ing may be closed 
or continued at the 
Planning Board’s dis-
cretion.
The Town of New 
Paltz will make every 
eff ort to assure that 
the hearing is acces-
sible to persons with 
disabilities.  Anyone 
requiring special as-
sistance and/or rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions should contact 
the Town Clerk.  All 
interested parties are 
invited to attend.
ALL PARTIES FOR OR 
AGAINST SAID SUB-
JECT WILL BE GIVEN 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO BE HEARD IN RE-
SPECT TO THIS AP-
PLICATION.
Any questions, please 

contact Pat Atkins 
at the Planning and 
Zoning Department 
at 845-255-0102 ext. 3

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby 
given that a license, 
number “Pending” 
for Beer, Wine and 
Liquor has been ap-
plied for by the un-
dersigned to sell Beer, 
Wine and Liquor at 
retail at a restaurant 
under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law 
at 180 VINEYARD AV-
ENUE HIGHLAND NY 
12528 for On Premises 
Consumption.
CHARLEIGH SALOON 
LLC 
180 VINEYARD AV-
ENUE 
HIGHLAND NY 12528

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

  F E AT U R I N G  

Interactive Music & Dance Class 

Therapeutic Music Circles  

Senior Yoga  •  Tai Chi

Strength & Balance Class

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 

in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

Come warm yourself up 
with us by the fire...

Move-In Special, 

$1000 off your first month!

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

Why newspapers?
Print is dead, right? Wrong. Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print because it’s easier to 
focus. Fewer distractions. The web is great for breaking 
news bytes, but our in-depth stories are best consumed 
in print. We only write about Saugerties, so every issue 
is bound to contain something you didn’t know about 
your community. You lose that sense of discovery on 
the web, where you’re less likely to happen on some-
thing you weren’t looking for. And while our website is 
too primitive for such things, many sites collect brows-
ing data for advertising. Our ads would never be so 
presumptious. We print on recycled paper when possi-
ble, so it’s sustainable—and accessible to those without 
the Internet or iPads.  ULSTER PUBLISHING
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Village of New Paltz 
Consent Order Com-
pliance Sewer Reme-
diation 
Engineering Services 
- Request for Qualifi -
cations
The Village of New 
Paltz is requesting 
Qualifi cation State-
ments for Engineer-
ing Services for 
Offi  ce of Commu-
nity Renewal funded 
Small Cities project 
#793PR104-18.  Re-
sponses to this re-
quest will be accepted 
until 10:00 A.M., Feb-
ruary 21, 2019 at the 
Offi  ce of the Village 
Clerk, New Paltz Vil-
lage Hall, 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz, 
NY 12561.  Please 
mark on the outside 
of the envelope, “Re-
sponse to Village of 
New Paltz Consent 
Order Compliance 
Sewer Remediation 
Engineering Services 
RFQ”.  Respondents 
are required submit 
one (1) original and 
six (6) copies of their 
proposal.
Project #793PR104-
18 involves installing 
1,195 lf of new 8 & 10 
inch sewer mains, 
relining of 5,970 lf 
of 6 & 8 inch sewer 
mains, replacing 9 
manholes, lateral re-
connections, site
preparation, traffi  c 
control and road res-
toration. The estimat-
ed project budget of 

$784,550 includes en-
gineering design, per-
mitting, engineering 
construction admin-
istration, fi eld con-
struction inspection 
and administrative 
costs. Sewer replace-
ment and relining 
will proceed during 
2019 and 2020.  
The Village is seek-
ing an engineering 
services consultant to 
provide services that 
may include survey-
ing, project design, 
preparation of ease-
ment descriptions, 
permitting, construc-
tion inspection and 
contract administra-
tion. Copies of the 
Consolidated Fund-
ing Application, pre-
liminary engineering 
report, cost estimate 
and project area 
maps are available for 
review at the Offi  ce of 
the Village Clerk, New 
Paltz Village Hall, 25 
Plattekill Avenue, 
New Paltz, NY 12561, 
between the hours 
of 9:00 AM and 4:00 
PM, Monday through 
Friday.

Qualifi cation state-
ments will be evalu-
ated based upon the 
following criteria and 
point values:

-  successful provision 
of engineering servic-
es to previous similar 
   projects in the last 
fi ve years that dem-
onstrate relevant ex-
perience  
40 points

- capacity to provide 

key personnel and 
proposed staffi  ng 
plan
20 points

- ability to conform 
to the December 18, 
2020 deadline for 
completion
20 points

- respondent's under-
standing of the scope 
including detailed 
work 
  plan to complete de-
sign services
20 points

Total   
100 points

Minority Business 
Enterprises (MBEs), 
Women Business En-
terprises (WBEs) and 
Section 3 Business 
Concerns are encour-
aged to respond.  
Alberta Shaw, Village 
Clerk
Village of New Paltz

LEGAL NOTICE
Village of New Paltz 
Consent Order Com-
pliance Sewer Reme-
diation 
Administrative Ser-
vices - Request for 
Proposals
The Village of New 
Paltz is requesting 
proposals for Admin-
istrative Services for 
Offi  ce of Commu-
nity Renewal funded 
Small Cities project 
#793PR104-18.  Pro-
posals will be ac-
cepted until 10:00 
A.M., February 21, 
2019 at the Offi  ce 
of the Village Clerk, 

New Paltz Village 
Hall, 25 Plattekill Av-
enue, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Please mark 
on the outside of the 
envelope, “Response 
to Village of New 
Paltz Consent Order 
Compliance Sewer 
Remediation Admin-
istrative Services 
RFP”.  Respondents 
are required submit 
one (1) original and 
six (6) copies of their 
proposal.
Project #793PR104-
18 involves installing 
1,195 lf of new 8 & 10 
inch sewer mains, 
relining of 5,970 lf 
of 6 & 8 inch sewer 
mains, replacing 9 
manholes, lateral re-
connections, site
preparation, traffi  c 
control and road res-
toration. The estimat-
ed project budget of 
$784,550 includes en-
gineering design, per-
mitting, engineering 
construction admin-
istration, fi eld con-
struction inspection 
and administrative 
costs. Sewer replace-
ment and relining 
will proceed during 
2019 and 2020.  
The Village is seek-
ing an administrative 
services consultant to 
prepare the Environ-
mental Review Re-
cord, prepare SEQRA 
compliance docu-
ments, establish and 
maintain project fi les, 
coordinate as neces-
sary with the Village’s 
consulting engineer 
and Offi  ce of Commu-
nity Renewal, assist 

with the bidding pro-
cess, maintain labor 
standards records, 
ensure compliance 
with fair housing, 
Section 3 and equal 
opportunity require-
ments, prepare pay-
ment requests, pre-
pare required labor, 
Section 3, contract-
ing, Semi-Annual 
and Annual reports, 
ensure compliance 
with citizen partici-
pation requirements 
and prepare closeout 
documents. Copies 
of the Consolidated 
Funding Application, 
preliminary engi-
neering report, cost 
estimate and project 
area maps are avail-
able for review at the 
Offi  ce of the Village 
Clerk, New Paltz Vil-
lage Hall, 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz, 
NY 12561, between 
the hours of 9:00 AM 
and 4:00 PM, Mon-
day through Friday.

Proposals will be eval-
uated based upon the 
following criteria and 
numerical point val-
ues:

-successful provision 
of administrative ser-
vices to Small Cities 
funded projects 4 0 
points
- c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
scope of services  

30 points
-availability of ser-
vices as per Program 
Schedule  

15 points
-cost of services  

15 points

Total   
100 points
Minority Business 

Enterprises (MBEs), 
Women Business En-
terprises (WBEs) and 
Section 3 Business 
Concerns are encour-
aged to respond.  
Alberta Shaw, Village 
Clerk
Village of New Paltz

LEGAL NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that a pub-
lic hearing will be 
held by the Board of 
Trustees of the Vil-
lage of New Paltz on 
Wednesday, Febru-
ary 13th, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m. at New Paltz Vil-
lage Hall, 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz, 
New York regarding 
the amendment for 
Chapter 160, Section 
3: Retail Checkout 
Bags; Defi nitions.
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE that 
any resident of the 
Village of New Paltz 
is entitled to be heard 
upon said proposed 
Local Law at such 
public hearing.  Cop-
ies of said proposed 
Local Law are avail-
able for review at:
New Paltz Village Hall
25 Plattekill Avenue
New Paltz, NY
The Village of New 
Paltz will make every 
eff ort to assure that 
the hearing is acces-
sible to persons with 
disabilities.  Anyone 
requiring special as-
sistance and/or rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions should contact 
the Village Clerk.
BY ORDER OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUST-
EES OF THE VILLAGE 
OF NEW PALTZ.
Dated: January 28th, 
2019
Alberta Shaw, Village 
Clerk
Village of New Paltz

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

 8452553910 8452553866 
 10 CHURCH ST, NEW PALTZ  RT 44/55 GARDINER

WWW.MEADOWSCENT.COM

Theresa Colucci, AIFD
Professional Florist

BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS AND GIFTS  
FOR VALENTINE’S DAY,  

FEBRUARY 14

43 N. Chestnut St., New Paltz  
(845) 255-7706

 www.newpaltztravel.com 

Love to travel?
We can help!

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

LIVE LOCAL. READ LOCAL.
NEWS THAT’S RELEVANT TO YOUR LIFE.

ULSTER
PUBLISHING

NEW PALTZ TIMES   •   WOODSTOCK TIMES 
KINGSTON TIMES   •   SAUGERTIES TIMES

ALMANAC WEEKLY               845-334-8200


